AraUyat pays tribnte to ties with Rnssia 

A MMAN (Fctra ) — Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyw received at parliament Saturday a delegation representing the 
Stwia Council of Russian Federation. Dr. Arabtyar commended 
rdnioos between Jordan and Russia, saying this refatkmship extends 
feds to many years. He also reviewed the effects of (he Gulf crisis on 
Jordan and the Arab region and called for ending the embargo imposed 
on Iraqsmce its tovaaoo of Kuwait In 1990. Dr. ArabSyai also dwelt on 
Pa ^ tmian P co P fc “«kr biaeU occupation and 
Iwacrs notaEtons of international taws, pointing out to Israel's recent 
tkOGtoa to expel 415 Palestinians from their homeland to Lebanon 
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Be& says Bosh statement on videotape 

WASHINGTON (AP) — George Bush's statement to Iran-contra 
prosecutors about the arms-for-bostages deal is on videotape and its 
release should not be prohibited by grand jury rales, the president's 
private lawyer says. Former Attorney General Griffin Bell was retained 
this week to win release of the 1988 statement and, if necessary, head Mr. 
Bush's defence. Mr. Bell's comment to the Los Angeles Times was the 
first public disclosure dial die deposition is on videotape. The president 
has aid he wants a copy of the sworn statement so he can make it public, 
but independent prosecutor Lawrence Walsh has cited grand jury secrecy 
ruin in refusing its release. “He wasn't in a grand jury,” Mr. Bdi said in 
an interview with the Times. “What sort of country are we running if 
we're taking secret statements from a president.” Mr. Bell also said that 
be expects that by Monday Mr. Bush will be able to give Mr. Wa!oJfs 
office more of the private notes he kept during the Iran-contra meetings. 
Mr. Walsh said Mr. Bush became the “subject” of his investigation after 
the president issued Christmas eve pardons for former Defence Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger and five others charged in the Iran-contra affair. 
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Carnet holds 
meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
approved Saturday a recom- 
mendation by Social Develop- 
ment Minister Amm Masbaqbeb 
allowing the Union of Voluntary 
Societies in Tafileh to purchase a 
piece of land to construct a build- 
ing ami to exempt the union all 
required fees. The Cabinet also 
approved a draft agreement on 
extending a loan worth five mil- 
Bon ECUs (European currency 
units) to the Water Authority of 
Jordan to use it in Irbid and 
Ramtha water network project. It 
also, approved Jordan's participa- 
tion m the meetings of the perma- 
nent Arab Information Commit- 
tee .to be held m Cairo Jan. 5-7. 
Tbt Jordanian delegation to the 
meetings will be headed by Direc-' 
tor of Jordan Television Ibrahim 
Shahsida. 

Bashir urges rivals to 
reconcile with him 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudanese 
leader Omar Hassan A1 Bashir 
Friday called once more for a 
reconciliation with political oppo- 
nents and affirmed his willingness 
to negotiate a peaceful solution 
with armed rebels in southern 
Sudan. We declare h again and 
again, the doors of Sudan are 
open to every one who wants to 
join in the national building of 
Sudan, Lieutenant-General 
Bashir said in a speech marking 
the 37th anniversary of Sudan’s 
independence. "There is no ex- 
clusion or isolation for any 
dozen.” he said in a live radio 
broadcast from A1 Obied, capital 
of Kordufan in western Sudan. 
He warned Sudanese opponents 
now in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Bri- 
tain and the United States, that 
“the masses will cast you away" if 
they did not respond to his 
eppcaLGen. 

Moderate quake 
rocks south Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — A moderate 
earthquake, measuring 4.6 de- 
grees on the Rich ter scale, jolted 
Iran’s southern Khuzestan pro- 
vince Saturday morning, the Isla- 
mic Republic News Agency 
fIRNA) reported. The quake 
occurred at 7:13 a.m. (0343 
GMT), causing no casualties or 
major -damage, it said. The agen- 
cy, monitored in Nicosia, said the 
geophysics department at Tehran 
University recorded the epicentre 
of the quake 450 kilometres, 
southwest of Tehran. The Richter 
scale is a gauge of the energy 
released by an earthquake, as 
measured by the ground motion 
recorded on a seismograph. A 
quake of magnitude 5 can cause 
considerable damage. 

Chinese aide 
negative on British 
ties 

HONG KONG ( AP) — A senior 
Qunese official said be does not 
foresee any improvement m Sino- 
Brittsh relations unless Hong 
Kong Governor Chris Patten 
scraps his planned democratic re- 
forms for (he territory, a local 
television station reported Satur- 
day. Television Broadcasts 
(TVB) quoted Lu Ping, director 
of Beijing’s Macao and Hong 
Kong affairs office, as saying in 
an inverview that if "Britain 
stands tough, then I will have to 
follow suit." 

Germany to use 
radar to stop Illegals 

FRANKFURT (AP) — Ger- 
many plans to use radar and 
infrared electronics to stop illegal 
entry of refugees, the govem- 
ment said Saturday. German offi- 
cials estimate that a half-million 
people sought asylum in 1992. 
More than 2,300 attacks were 
repotted agairat foreigners in 
1992. Extreme rightists killed 17 
people, including Germans and 
, 0 t rigners. Although the govem- 
m eal and the opposition, 
aniWTOccd agreement last month 
on a plaa to dash the number of 
refugees, the plan may unravel - 
before parliament can "act on it. 
fa Bonn, Interior Ministry 
spokesmen Roland Bachmeier 
ooq firmed a newspaper report 
tifc government plans to • 
*astsH "modem radar and in- 
frared electronic devices to catch 
refugees wynwto enter the coun- 
ty illegally,” The Bttd newspap- 
ser said the devices were to make' 
up for a shortage of border police 
% Sap illegal asylum- seek ers , 

Mostly from Eastern Europe, 
who bSivr N*" floo di n g Germany 
over as borders with foland and. 
the new Czech republic. 


Standoff continues over 
evictees ; Husseini rejects 

Rabin’s conditional offer 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR (Agen- 
cies) — As 415 Palestinians ex- 
pelled from the occupied territor- 
ies from Israel made do in be- 
tween Israel and Lebanon, the 
two countries remained at an 
impasse over the return of 20 of 
them Israel says were mistakenly 
expelled. 

Palestinian leader Faisal A1 
Husseini accused Israel of using 
the 415 as "hostages” by offering 
to release them early if the upris- 
ing was halted. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
said the 415, could start returning 
in nine months if Palestinians 
immediately stopped the .five- 
year-old revolt against Israeli rule 
in the occupied territories. ' 

Mr. Rabin added that be made 
the offer on Friday because be 
knew it was virtually “a pipe 
dream.” 

"I believe that this is a sort of 
taking hostages,” Mr. Husseini - 
told Reuters television. "I don’t 
believe that, taking hostages will 
help reach an agreement.” 

Mr. Husseini is overall head of 
the Palestinian delegation to Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

The evictees' spokesman 
Abdul Aziz A1 Rantisi also re- 
jected the deal, saying the upris- 
ing was a response to the occupa- 
tion. 

Israel expelled the Palestinians 
on Dec. 17 for periods of nine . 
months to two years. But Leba- 
non refused to take them in, 
saying it would not be a dumping 
ground for Israel. 


Palestinian spokeswoman 

Hainan Ashrawi suggested that 
Mr. Rabin did not make the offer 
in good faith. 

Mr. Rabin said his offer was 
contingent upon a promise by 
leaders of the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
Hamas to stop the uprising in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

"If the heads of the PLO and 
Hamas say, ’we promise peace 
and quiet, a Stop to the inifada' ... 
for nine months, I would return 
them,” Mr. Rabin said Friday. 

Dr. Ashrawi, spokeswoman for 
the Palestinian delegation to the 
Middle East peace talks in 
Washington, said the uprising 
would end when Israel withdraws 
from the territories. 

"When Israel has done some- 
thing illegal, it cannot try and find 
a way out through this kind uf 
bargaining,” she said. 

Mr. Rabin said in a radio inter- 
view broadcast Saturday he was 
at peace with his decision and 
confident that Lebanon's refusal 
to accept them was a "complica- 
tion” that would be overcome. 

The evictees, who Israel alleges 
are members of Muslim fun- 
damentalist groups, have spent 16 
nights in an Oi -equipped tent 
camp stuck between Israeli and 
Lebanese lines. 

Neither country will allow 
humanitarian aid through its 
territory, each insisting the evic- 
tees are the other's problem. 

The United Nations Security 


Council condemned Israel for the 
expulsions and demanded it take 
them back. 

"I am completely at peace with 
the decision to temporarily re- 
move over 400 political and orga- 
nisational leaders and inciters of 
Hamas (the Islamic Resistance 
Movement),” Mr. Rabin told 
army radio. “I am convinced it 
was the right decision.” 

Ten of the evictees who Israel 
said were exiled by mistake 
waited impatiently Saturday for a 
Red Cross representative to ar-' 
rive at the camp and arrange their 
return. 

Bnt Lebanon has prevented the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross's chief delegate to 
Lebanon, Bernard Pfefferle, 
from entering the camp for two 
days. 

The Israeli army said the 10 
could return to the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip through one 
of three crossings into its self- 
declared "security zone” in South 
Lebanon. 

This would require passing 
through Lebanese-held territory 
and Lebanese official sources^said 
they would not allow it. 

The evictees have insisted on 
returning through the Zemraya 
crossing from where they were 
expelled, just two kilometres 
south of their camp. Zemraya 
was not among the three crossing 
named by Israel. 

All I but a 16-year-old youth wfli 

(Continued from page 2) 


European border 
checks disappear 

REMICH, Luxembourg (AP) — hind Mr. Petzinger into Luxem- 
Volker Petzinger woke up Friday bourg, business was humming for 
to a Europe without border eras- Mathias Kasel, wbo sells tobacco, 
sings, and to his first day as a liquor and coffee mostly to Ger- 
customs officer on the mans attracted by Luxembourg's 
Luxembourg- Germany border. low value-added tax. 

“This post is going to be staffed “It's calmer today than normal, 

24 hours a day, but I tell you, I but people are buying s lot 
don’t know what we’re going to more,” Mr. Kasel said. "Before 
•do," he laughed as cars sped by, they could only take home 300 
barely slowing down. cigarettes, but from today it's 

On Friday, Jan. 1, rates reqtrir- -800.” 
ing customs and most passport Allowing merchandise to drcu- 

checks among the European Ute f^y the EC coun- 

Commumty’s (EC) 12 members tries was part of the sweeping 
came tumbling down. reforms that greeted the bloc’s 

“Last week there were thirty 333 million people with the arriv- 
officeis at this post, said Mr. j Q f 1993 
Petzinger, wbo until Dec. 31 was The free’ circulation of people, 
a German customs inspector on- however, remains incomplete, 
the Moselle River between 3 ,^, Ireland and Denmark 
France and Germany. Today, have insisted on maintaining 
it's just me. * . , passport controls for travellers 

A New Year s day drive arriving from other EC countries: 
through four EC countries — 

France’s coal-mining region of fa anticipation of the change, 
Lorraine, the industrial edge of passport checks at many EC bor- 
Gennany's Saarland state, Lux- ders, especially in Northern 
em bourg and Southern Belgium Europe were gradually elimin-. 
— showed that most border eras- ated in recent months. However, 
sings now resembled unmanned border police everywhere m the 
toll booths. EC reserved the right to stop and 

Just a few hundred metres be- question anyone at any time. 


Afghan president sworn in, 
appeals for national unity 

KABUL (R) — Afghan Presi- Mr. Rabbani seemed to have 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani,. secured the backing of more 
elected this week by a con trover- groups over the past few days, 
siaJ assembly, was sworn in Satur- including a Hezb-e-Islami faction 
day for a two-year term and led by Mohammad Younis Khalis 
annealed to his opponents to and powerful militia commander 
badchim. AMul Rashid .Dtgjm. 

Mr. Rabbani, in his first public But the mam Hezb-o-Islaim 
speech since his election on party of radical Mujahedeen: lead- 
Wednesday, described those er Guibuddin Hekmatyar, whose 
drawing battle lines against his forcess are positioned outside 
Islamic government as heretics, Kabul and which was engaged in 
bur asked for support. bloody battles with the govem- 

He said opponents should bow meat forces in August and last 
to what he called the “nation’s month,, has so far shown no sign 
will and decision.” of compromise. * 

The official Kabul Radio said fa his capacity as head of state, 
that the Hal-o-Aqad assembly Mr. Rabbani bid farewell to his 
that elected Mr. Rabbani had Jamial-e-Islami party he led for 
also approved the creation of a" the past two decades, 
parliament, set up an army and “From now on I do not belong 
ordered television and radio to to any party but to the people of 
conform to Islamic principles (see Afghanistan” he said in his 
T -j - 2 ). speech delivered in the country’s 

five of the nine Mujahedeen main Pashtu and Dari (Persian) 
parties in a fractious leadership languages, 
council, which oversees the work- But there was no immediate 

ink of the government, had indication wbo wih now head 
boycotted the Hal-o-Aqad assem- Jamiat, one of the main Aiuhaje- 
Mv and Mr. RabbanTs election, deen groups that fought the for- 
acCusing him of bribing the dele- mer Soviet-backed government in 
cates. Kabul* 


Shipping, 
transport 
sector lost 
$547 million 

By P.V. Vudumand 

• Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has suffered 
a loss of at least S547 million in 
revenues from port and cargo 
handling as well as transport 
charges since the imposition of 
the international sanctions 
against Iraq in August 1990, 
according to a study conducted by 
the Jordanian Shipping Agents 
Association (JSAA). 

The five-page study, whose cal- 
culations are based on 1989 fi- 
gures, does not include invisible 
losses suffered by local businesses 
as a result of delays and cargo 
diversion ordered by the enfor- 
cers of the sanctions patrolling 
the Red Sea. 

The study says that "intransit, 
imports” — the bulk of it for Iraq 
— pasting through the port of 
Aqaba fell to 1.927 million tonnes 
in 1992 (excluding December fi- 
■ gores) compared with 5.667 mil- 
lion tonnes in 1989 — a decline of 
66.01 per cent. 

The total decline in such im- 
ports since August 1990 is calcu- 
lated at 10.75 million tonnes and 
based on an estimate that each, 
tonne of cargo passing' through 
Aqaba used to bring in JD 25 in 
revenues to the treasury, the loss 
was a total of JD 268.85 million 
($400 million); JD 59.375 million 
in the last five months of 1990, 
Jd 115.95 million in 1991 and 
JD 93.525 million in the first 11 
months of 1992. 

"Intransit imports” totalled 
-less than 44,000 tonnes in 
November 1992, compared with 
515,572 tonnes in November 1989 
and 569,962 tonnes in May 1992. 

According to the study, “in- 
tranet exports” through Aqaba 
totalled 1.151 million tonnes in 
1989 — an average of 95,900 
tonnes a month. The U.N.- 
hnposed embargo against Iraq 
brought such exports — Iraqi 
dates, urea, sulphur etc, — to a 
complete standstill since August 

Based on the same formula of 
JD 25-a-tonne, the study says 
that the Kingdom lost JD67.2 
million ($100 million) as a result 
of the total halt to Iraqi exports 
through Aqaba; JD 12 million in 
the last five months of 1990, 
JD28.5 million in 1991, and 
JD 26.4 million in the first 11 
months of 1992. 

(Continued on page 2 ) 
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Russian President Boris Yeltsin (right) welcomes l]JS. President George Bnsh mi .arrival In Moqemr 
Saturday (AFP photo) 

Bush, Yeltsin sign ‘historic’ 
arms reduction accord today 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent George Bush’s foreign 
farewell tour took him Saturday 
from the depths of despair in 
Somalia to the heights of super- 
power summitry for the signing of 
what he called “the most historic 
arms control agreement ever 
made.” 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin greeted Mr. Bush with a 
handshake on the bitter cold day 
as a light snow swirled at Mos- 
cow's Sheremetyevo airport. 
They spoke briefly with each 
other before departing in a 
motorcade. 

It was the fourth and final 
summit for Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Yeltsin, as well as Mr. Bush's 
25th and likely last trip abroad. 

Mr. Bush, aniving from Soma- 
lia where he viewed efforts by 
U.S. troops to feed a starving 
population (see page 2 ). was 
reunited in the Russian capital 
with his wife, Barbara. She ar- 
rived on a separate flight from the 
United States, along with James 
Baker, Mr. Bush’s -‘'chief of staff. 

When Mr. Baker was secretary 
of state for Mr. Bnsh, he carried 
out many of the negotiations that 
led to the landmark START II 
nuclear weapons reduction agree- 
ment. 

Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagteburger arrived in Moscow 
aboard a third flight. 

Mr. Bush planned to stop in 
Paris for a dial with President 
Francois Mitterrand on bis way 
back to Washington Sunday. 


Mr. Mitterrand had been con- 
sidering visiting Mr. Bush in 
Washington before President- 
elect Bin Clinton takes over Jan. 
20 ,'but “this just works out better 
to discuss issues such as Bosnia, 
Somalia and other areas where 
we’re involved with the French,” 
Bush spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter said in a statement issued 
from Air Force One en route to 
Moscow. 

Mr. Yeltsin was honouring the 
Bushes at a state dinner at the 
Kremlin's Hall of Facets on 
Saturday night. On Sunday, Mr. 
Bush and Mr. Yettsm will sign the 
treaty that slashes U.S. ana Rus- 
sian long-range nuclear arsenals 
by two-thirds over die next 10 
years. 

After U.S. and Russian nego- 
tiators finalised the document in 
Geneva on Tuesday, Mr. Yeltsin 
called START II the “document 
of the century” and the “most 
important achievement in rela- 
tions between our two coun- 
tries.” 

START-H, which supplements 
an earlier treaty signed by Mr. 
Bush and then-Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev in July 1991, 
sets a ceiling of 3,500 nuclear 
■ warheads on each side by 2003 at 
the latest — or the year 2000 , if 
Russia's economy can manage it. 

It eliminates about 15,000 of- 
the combined 21,000 warheads in 
the Russian and U.S. arsenate 
and rolls back two decades of the 
superpower arms race. 


Most significantly, it scraps the 
most destabilising weapons on 
both sides — land-based 
multiple-warhead missiles such as 
the Russian SS-18, an apocalyptic 
weapon capable of travelling 
11,000 kilometres to strike the 
'American mainland. 

“It is brilliant news — that is 
how experts assess the meeting.” 
Russian Television said, referring 
to die summit. 

But the event otherwise 
aroused little excitement in Rus- 
sian media, which were more 
concerned with new year festivi- 
ties and economic hardship 
throughout the former Soviet Un- 
ion. 

The summit, switched to Mos- 
cow because of bad weather in 
the planned Black Sea venue of 
Sochi, cans diplomatic activity 
that culminated last Tuesday in 
deal on the treaty text. 

Mr. Yeltsin is in need of a 
political boost after suffering a 
major defeat at the hands of his 
conservative parliament last 
month. 

Forced to sacrifice radical 
acting Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar in December under press- 
ure from the Congress of People’s 
Deputies, Mr. Yeltsin has de- 
scribed 1992 as tire most difficult 
year of his life. Tins year is likely 
to be just as tough. 

Besides signing START-H, the 
two leaders will bold talks on 
bilateral and regional issues. 


Arafat 
implies 
peace talks 
to continue 

PARIS (Agencies) — Palestinian, 
negotiators win continue to par- 
ticipate in the Middle East peace 
-talks, but only if Israel reverses . 
the expulsion of 415 Palestinians, 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser. 
Arafat said in a magazine inter- • 
view. 

Mr. Arafat was quoted as 
saying in this week's edition of 
the French magazine L’Express 
that the PLO would not heed 
calls by the fundamentalist 1 
Palestinian movement Hamas to* 
quit the negotiations. 

The PLO leader said that the. 
Palestine National Council,; 
which serves as the Palestinian 
parliament-in-exile and sets; 
broad policy for the PLO. and the ' t 
PLO’s Executive Committee 1 
have democratically approved; 
participation m the talks. 

“X have no other choice but to ; 
oversee that application of tfaisi 
progr am me,” which implies our 
engagement in the peace process. 
We’re not going to go back on 
that,” Mr. Arafat said in the 
interview from PLO headquar- 
ters in Tunis. 

But Mr. Arafat demanded that 
Israel reverse the order expelling 
415 Muslim fundamentalists 
allegedly linked to Hamas. 

Lebanon has refused to accept 
the Palestinians, while Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
refused to take them back.They 
are braving freezing temperatures 
hi' Israel’s- self-styled “security 
zone” in southern Lebanon. 

.. “How can. we continue to 

addresrtheTsradhtelegatesr^hr- 

tierpfite in negotiations, as long as, 
those expelled are not allowed to 
return?” Mr. Arafat was quoted 
as saying 

"Israel will have to take a step 
backwards if it wants to avoid 
torpedoeing the peace process.” 
he said. 

The PLO leader denied that 
there were any fundamental dif- 
ferences separating his leadership 
in Tunis and the Palestinian nego- 
tiators from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Rabin wants to meet Clinton 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said be wanted to bear 
U.S. President-elect Bill Gin- 
ton’s views on Middle East peace 
before the next round of peace 
talks. 


Ghali to discuss 
Somalia force’s future 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali will argue his case for 
greater foreign military involve- 
ment in Somalia in talks Sunday 
with representatives of 19 coun- 
tries with troops in the troubled 
country. 

United Nations sources in 
Addis Ababa said Sunday’s talks 
would precede a Somalia national 
reconciliation conference plan- 
ned for Monday and Tuesday. 
Dr. Ghali was due to arrive in the 
Ethiopian capital Saturday. 

His meeting with the 19 envoys 
would focus on the future role of. 
the U.S.-led multinational force 
in the Horn of Africa country 
shattered by civil war and famine, 
the sources said. 

The key issues are how long the 
35,000 foreign troops would stay 
in Somalia and whether they 
should disarm the warring fac- 
tions as Boutros Ghali insists, the 
sources told Reuters. 

“Apart from deciding on the 
time limit for the forces’ stay in 
Somalia, Boutros Ghali is also 
expected to convince the coun- 
tries which contributed troops to 
agree to his proposal to disarm 
warring factions if peace has to 
prevail in the troubled country,” 
said one source, wbo declined to 
be identified. 

The United States has so for 
declined to be involved in dis- 
arming waning Somalis, saying 
its military mission is to secure, 
relief food for the starving from 
armed looters. 

Political analysts say Dr. Gha- 
li's anxiety was heightened by a 
U.S. plan to start withdrawing 


some combat units of its 18,000- 
strong force as early as this 
month. 

Somalia’s two main warlords, 
Mohammad Farab Aideed and 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad, have 
been invited to attend Monday's 
reconciliation talks Dr. Ghali will 
host. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi has confirmed 
be will attend. A dose aide of 
Gen. Aideed said in Mogadishu 
the general was expected to tell 
the U.N. Saturday he will also 
partidpate. 

At least 14 other factions which 
carved up Somalia into rival fief- 
do ms after the foil in January 
1991 of President Mohammad 
Siad Barre have also been in- 
vited. 

Fierce dan rivalry has pre- 
vented previous attempts to get 
all of Somalia's feuding factions 
to the conference table. 

The multinational force has in 
the last month fanned out into 
Somalia's countryside to protect 
famine relief supplies in the 
U.N .-backed Operation Restore 
Hope. 

Fighting and famine have killed 
at least 400,000 people and 
turned one in six Somalis into a 
refugee since Gen. Aideed and 
Mr. Ali Mahdi turned on each 
other after chasing out Mr. Siad 
Barre. 9 

U.S. President George Bush 
departed Somalia at dawn Satur- 
day after a two-day visit that 
boosted the morale of Somalis, 
and U.S. troops — but that 
perhaps raised their hopes too 
high. 


Iraq: OPEC decisions 
are no longer binding; 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s oil 
minister said in remarks pub- 
lished Saturday that his country 
would reject Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting (OPEC) deri- 
sions once its embargoed oil 
found its way to international- 
markets. 

"Iraq rejects OPEC decisions 
on prices, production ceilings and 
quotas,” Usama A1 Hiti told the 
government newspaper A1 
Jumhouriyafa. 

Before the Gulf crisis, Iraq was 
OPEC’s second largest producer 
after Saudi Arabia, with an out- 
put quota of 3.1 million barrels 
per day. Sanctions imposed in 
response to its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait have blocked exports. 

The Security Council has link- 
ed lifting the ban to Iraqi com- 
pliance with Gulf war ceasefire 
resolutions including the elimina- 
tion of its weapons. of mass des- 
truction. 

Mr. Hiti even hinted that Iraq 
might reconsider its membership 
of OPEC. “Iraq is reviewing its. 
oil policies within OPEC in line 1 
with international developments 
and the growth of new interna- 
tional blocks." 

Mr. Hiti said Iraq was reacting 
to "the failure of the organisation 
to embody the interests of pro- 
ducing countries and the ineffec-. 
five ness of its decisions.” 

The minister predicted last 
month that the oil producers’ 
cartel would eventually collapse 
and that not all members would 
abide by their output agreement. 

OPEC agreed in its latest meet- 
ing to cut total production in the 


next quarter to 24.9 barrels pei 
day. 

Interest rates raised 

The Centra] Bank of Iraq ha 
raised interest rates by betweei 
one and five per cent to drai 
excess money from drculatioi 
and support the dinar, Baghdai 
newspapers said 'Saturday. 

The new rates, effective fron 
Jan. 1, 1993, are part of a govern 
merit package meant to fight ram 
pant inflation. 

No official figures are available 
.on inflation but the prices 01 
some essentia] commodities have 
surged almost 100 -fold since the 
United nations imposed sanc- 
tions. 

Interest on six-month deposits 
has jumped to 11 per cent from 
nine and on long-term deposits tc 
12 per cent from 10 . 

The central bank now offers 15 
per cent interest on two-yeai 
fixed deposits. Previously the 
highest possible rate for any de- 
posit was 10 per cent. 
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Kabul decides to form 
parliament, regular army 


ISLAMABAD (R) — An assem- 
bly of national delegates in 
Afghanistan has approved the 
creation of a parliament, set up a 
regular army and ordered televi- 
sion and radio to conform to 
Islamic principles, state-run 
Kabul Radio said. 

The Hal-o-Aqad assembly, 
which met Friday under the chair- 
manship of Chief Justice Maulvi 
Mohammad Shah Fazeli, 
approved a parliament formed 
from among 20 per cent of its 
1.335 members elected from 
across Afghanistan, said the radio 
monitored in Islamabad Satur- 
day. 

The Hal-o-Aqad Wednesday 
elected Interim President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani as head of state- 
for the next two years in a move 
attacked by several of the nine 
Mujahedeen leaders who make 
up the fractious leadership coun- 
cil. 

The leadership council was set 
up to fill the political vacuum 
after (he former communist gov- 
ernment collapsed last April. 
Five out of the nine parties 
boycotted the Hal-o-Aqad, 
accusing Mr. Rabbani of in-' 
fluencing the delegates. 

The Hal-o-Aqad decided to 
establish a regular army, which 
should be set up “mostly from the 
Mujahedeen 1 groups,” the radio 
said. It gave no details. 

Various factions control the 
different regions of Afghanistan, 
and Kabul is divided into a patch- 
work of zones of control where 
rival Mujahedeen fighters dash 


regularly. 

The assembly ordered that all 
employees of the eight-month-old 
Islamic coalition government should 
be Muslim and demanded that all 
television and radio programmes 
be made in accordance with Isla- 
mic law. 

Women have already been 
banned from reading the news on 

television. 

The radio said no non-Muslim 
organisations would be allowed 
to run activities in the country. 

Gulbnddin Hekmatyar, leader 
of the fundamentalist Hezb-i-Islami 
party, said this week he would 
regard die opening of the assem- 
bly as a declaration of war. 

However Kabul radio said Mr.' 
Rabbani had received assurances 
of support Friday from Younis 
Khalis, leader of a breakaway 
faction of Hezb-4-Islami. 

Mr. Khalis bad earlier refused 
to accept Mr. Rabbanfs election 
saying it was against the wishes of 
the nation and the preaching of 
Islam. 

Mr. Rabbani also met a group 
of army generals led by General 
Momin who represented General 
Rasheed Dostum, bead of the 
former communist militia, the 
radio said. 

“On behalf of the generals. 
General Momin congratulated 
Rabbani and promised to work 
within the Afghan army, cooper- 
ate with other forces in die coun- 
try and obey the orders of the 
Defence Ministry and Rabbani 
himself,” the radio said. . 



An Ame ri can Marine buys Immiw from a pairing vendor in central M ogadish u (AFP photo) 


Bust) bids emotional farewell 
to U.S. troops in Somalia 


"Ive gendarmes slain in 
arms heist in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AP) — Bandits cut 
the throats of five gendarmes and 
killed them in a bloody attack on 
a police station to steal weapons, 
a newspaper reported Saturday . 

The daily newspaper A1 Watan 
did not identify the bandits, but 
suspicion fell on the armed Isla- 
mic groups that have killed more 
than 250 police officers and sol- 
diers in the put year. 

The attack Friday at Laghouat, 
400 kilometres' south of Algiers, 
ranks among the bloodiest in the 
Muslim fundamentalist campaign 
to destabilise country. 

Al Watan, which has a good 
reputation for accuracy, reported 
that the five Gendarmes 
apparently surprised by the 
assailants, " who made off with 
four machine-pistols and an 
assault rifle. 


The information was not im- 
mediately confirmed by officials. 
As is their custom , the Islamic 
groups made no daim of respon- 
sibility. 

The Islamic bands have waged 
a deadly underground campaign 
against the state since a military 
coup a year ago that blocked the 
Islamic Salvation Front from win- 
ning parliamentary elections. 

Defence lawyers meanwhile 
walked out Friday of the military 
trial of 71 soldiers accused of 
conspiring with the fundamental- 
ists to topple the government, a 
crime that carries the death 
penalty. 

The 13 civilian lawyers claimed 
that the tribunal was prejudiced 
was committing “flagrant viola- 
tions” of dvil rights. 


MOGADISHU (R) — President 
George Bush made a New Year’s 
Day visit on Friday to a Somali 
orphanage where laughter has 
replaced the silence of death and 
bade an emotional farewell to 
U.S. troops before he leaves the 
White House. 

Mr. Bush thanked U.S. troops 
for their relief efforts in Somalia 
but he warned that he and 
President-elect Bill Clinton 
agreed America should not act as 
the world's watchdog. 

Asked by a young U.S. Marin-, 
ne if the United States would take 
similar action in the future, Mr. 
Bush shook his dead. 

■ “I would have to say to you it 
would be a special case because 
of the enormity of it,” be said. 
Speaking of Somalia, he referred 
to “the enormity of the starvation 
and the destruction and the vio- 
lence." 

The American response to the 
plight of Somalia does not mean 
Americans will go every time 
somebody is hurting, he said. 
"We simply can’t do that. We 
don't have the money.” 

Daring the unusual question- 
and-answer session with U.S. 
Marines in Baidoa, which had 
been called the “city of death” 
before Americans arrived to safe- 
-guard relief supplies, Bnsh was 
more publicly candid titan usual. 

“This one is a new one. It’s a 
humanitarian mission... and I 
think you’ve done a superb job," 
Mr. Bush, wearing a desert 
camouflage cap and tunic, earlier 


told 1,500 cheering U.S. and 
other foreign troops in the heat at 
Mogadishu airport. 

The brief address, Mr. Bush's 
last set-piece appearance on his 
two-day visit to the forces he sent 
to Somalia, was a swansong as 
commander-in-chief of the U.S. 
military before Mr. Clinton takes 
over on Jan. 20. 

Mr. Bosh spent a second night 
on the assault ship USS Tripoli 
before flying early Saturday to 
Moscow to sign a treaty with 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin, 
that slashes their countries’ long- 
range nuclear arsenals. 

U.S. and French troops thrust 
into Baidoa, the “city of death” 
at the epicentre of Somalia's 
famine, on Dec. 16 one week 
after the first U.S. Marines 
poured ashore in Mogadishu to 
launch the multinational military 
relief effort. 

Wavinng Somalis m rags lined 
the decrepit streets from Baidoa 
airfield chanting “President 
Bush, President Bush” on Friday 
as Mb'. Bush passed in a light 
armoured vehicle on his way to 
an orphanage for 725 victims of 
Somalia’s war and hunger. 

- Children, brought back to life 
from The brink of starvation, gave 
Mr. Bush a garland of purple 
bougainvillea flowers and wel- 
comed him with songs for his 
30-minute tour of the simple con- 
crete compound. 

“Welcome President Bush at 
Baidoa orphanage centre and a 
happy New Year,” said a hand- 


made banner at the entrance. 

The death rate at the orphan- 
age was fallen to about one child 
a week from more than 10 a day 
in September. 

But Mr. Bush saw the scourge 
of a famine that has killed 

300.000 Somalis when he visited 
an intensive-care room off the 
main yard where about one dozen 
children, some with shrivelled 
legs and listless eyes, sat on the 
floor being helped to eat. 

“It's very emotional, I don't 
know how to respond,” said Mr. 
Bush, a devoted grandfather. 

Mr. Bush, who sent more than 

100.000 U.S. troops to fight in the 
1991 Gulf war against Iraq, has 
committed up to 25,000 service- 
men and women to the operation 
in Somalia. 

Mr. Clinton had “been very 
supportive of my decision.” and 
“I would see no way that he 
would predpitiously end what is 
essentially this beautiful mis- 
sion,” he said. 

“I think he shares my view that 
the United States cannot do all 
things,” he added. 

Mr. Bush vented his ire on 
Iraq's President Saddam Hussein, 
his long-time foe. “He's a mad- 
man who brutalises people,” be 
told a Marine. 

White House aides acknow- 
ledged that Mr. Bush feels frus- 
tration with the feet that. Presi- 
dent Saddam will remain in pow- 
er after the president leaves 
office. 


Discussion of disarmament haunts Somalia 


By Tina Susman 

The Associated Press 

MOGADISHU, — Disarmament 
and what it might mean — a 
subject with no easy answer — is 
on everyone’s lips as relief work- 
ers, U.S. troops and Somalis 
argue its merits. 

To Gemmo Lodesani, deputy 
director of operations for the 
U.N. World Food Programme 
(WFP), lack of disarmament 
means dodging Mogadishu’s kil- 
lers. thieves and hijackers unless 
he pays for the protection of 
armed Somali guards. 

To many Somalis, it means 
stashing guns under car seats or in 
closets and watching the gun 
prices piumment as soreign 
troops consider eliminating the 
rule of the freelance gun. 

To the U.S.-led military colai- 
tion trying to make the country 
safe for famine relief work, it 
means seizing the gun-mounted 
pickups — known as technicals — 
and ail other weapons that stand 
in their way. 

On Tuesday, the co: 
flooded Mogadishu wuu mu, . 
leaflets warning that heavily- 
armed vehicles, automatic rifles, 
machine guns and mortars “will 
not be tolerated.” It said anyone, 
pointing a gun at a member of the 
force “will be shot." 

"Our goal is to get the gunmen 
off the streets and get the technic- 
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als off the streets. In areas we 
control, any open display of 
weapons we'll ... treat as hos- 
tile,” U.S. Marine Colonel Fred 
Peck told reporters Monday. 

But there are exceptions. 

A Marine convoy heading to 
Mogadishu from Baidoa, 190 
kilometres west, this week passed 
several technicals along the high- , 
ay and did not stop them. Col.’ 
Peck said it would have slowed 
the convoy too much to seize 
every technical spotted. 

At the same time in the capital. 
Marines were seizing vehicles 
with empty gun mounts. Co. Peck 
said unarmed technicals are 
targets because they can easily be 
converted back into lethal 
weapons. 

Since the start of Operation 
. Restore Hope on Dec. 9 U.S. 
officials have acknowledged the 
futility of trying to demilitarise a 
country steeped in guns with 
neither police nor a government. 

U.S. special envoy Robert 
Oakey called disarmament' 
“naive,” and General Robert 
Johnston, commander of the 
_ S. forces in Somalia, suggested 
some well-disciplined militias 
could be integrated into a regular 
security force. 

■ The military says the policy 
from the start has been to secure 
famine relief areas, not to act as a 
police force or to remove every 
weapon. 
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Relief agencies say there is no 
question the foreign military pre- 
. sence has enhanced (heir ability 
to distribute food, but the prob- 
lem of protecting Somalia once 
tbe visible weapons are seized is 
being dodged. 

They also complain that aid 
workers themselves are more 
vulnerable to attack because they 
can no longer travel with AK-47s 
poking out their car windows. 

“I'm scared now — more 
scared than before,” said Mr. 


Lodesani, who was ambushed by 
two men firing automatic 
weapons Sunday night as he 
drove unarmed away from his 
office. 

Mr. Lodesani scrambled out of 
the Land Cruiser and fled into a 
nearby tea shop, where he was 
confronted by a man with a long 
knife who stole his watch and 
wallet as the gunmen drove off in 
his car. 

“Somebody’s got to confront 
the issue,”. said Cynthia Oster- 


man, a spokeswoman for Care 
international.'' If guns are under 
the floorboards, in the closet, and 
under the seats, the risk remains 
this place will fell back into anar- 
chy." 

Like most aid agencies, Care 
stopped travelling with armed 
guards after the Marines’ arrival 
and quickly lost a vehicle to 
armed hijackers. On Monday, 
another Care vehicle was hijack- 
ed and a Somali guard inside was 
shot dead. 


U.S. mil! 


BAHRAIN (AP) — The U.S. 
'military has dropped Yemen as a 
support base for Operation Res- 
tore Hope amid rears of rising 
Islamic fundamentalism in the 
country where bomb explosions 
killed an Austrian tourist and a 
hotel janitor this week. 

A u.S. Navy spokesman con- 
firmed Saturday that all military 
personnel who had been based in 
Aden to provide logistical and 
technical support for the relief 
operation in Somalia had been 
withdrawn for security considera- 
tions. 

Explosions on Tuesday rocked 
the Gold Mobur and Aden 
hotels, the only two five-star faci- 
lities in Aden, the capital of the 
former Marxist South Yemen 
which merged with North Yemen 
in 1990. 

In addition to the two people 
killed, four Austrian tourists 
were wounded in the first blast at 
the Gold Mohur, which was fre- 
quented at American servicemen. 

The second blast in the parking 
lot of the Aden Hotel, wounded 
two men as they were rigging a. 
bomb and a security man who 
apparently was walking towards 
their car. Interior Ministry offi- 
cials have said. 

A third bomp was found and. 
defused at a hotel in which one of 
the wounded suspects was 
staying. 

No Americans were hurt in tbe 


blasts, winch the Interior Minis- 
try blamed on “hirelings” work- 
ing for a foreign party that was 
seeking to desta bili se Yemen. 

The Yemeni officials and diplo- 
mats privately said the blasts 
were the works of Muslim ex- 
tremists disenchanted with 
Western-style decorations, par- 
tying and alcohol consumption at 
the big hotels during the festive 
season. 

Yemen has been plagued by 
political assassinations and bomb 
explosions blamed on anti- 
merger activists. But officials and 
diplomats said this week’s attacks 
may have been carried out by 
fundamentalists to spotlight 
oppo si tion to the U.S. military 
presence. 

Muslim fundamentalists across 
the Middle East have denounced 
Operation Restore Hope as a 
U.S. attempt to control the west- 
ern gateway to the ofl-rich Gulf 
after last year’s war against Iraq 
had provided it with a foothold in 
several Gulf countries. 

Islamic fundamentalism is a 
-threat the Americans would not- 
want to take lightly. While on a 
peacekeeping mission in Leba- 
non, 241 American servicemen 
were kilted when a suicide truck- 
bomber belonging to a pro- 
Iranian group blasted their Beirut 
headquarters on Oct. 23, 1983. 

Yemeni -officials contacted in 
Aden on Friday said that within a 


few hours of the Mats, two U.S. 
military transport planes had 
evacuated all oftheeszhnxtediQQ 1 
U.S. personnel and their gear 
from Aden. 

Petty Officer Kevin Stephens, 
spokesman for the UA 
Forces Central Command, said 
be knew erf the evacuation, 
could not con fir m tbe number 
personnel who had been based m 
Aden. 

He also declined to say 
the forces were evacuated^ 

But Djibouti and Keay^v 
Mombasa are the desert ^ 
most convenient poitsfintc^y 
serve as alternative. Kopo^ 
points. Aden, with 4 key ^ 
refinery, had served B a 
logistics and refueffiag base fix i 
these forces. % ' > 

Contacted aboard -file rice j 
Lasalle in the Gulf. MnStepheos 
said the evacuation was>wdcred 
“because of concern aboot the 
security situation, the 
in Yemen. 

Tbe USS Tripofi amphibious 
task force was diverted to Soma- 
lia at tbe same time. The force 
comprises four ships, a eraser 
and several contract teasels. 

Yemen was quick to offer air 
and sea facilities to the Amer- 
icans in an effort to -end the ] 
political isolation from.which it ' 
had suffered since sk&og 
Iraq during the 1990-1991 Gulf 
crisis. 


Qadhafi hints at technical problem in crash 


TUNIS (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi has said navi- 
gational problems may have 
caused the crash of a Libyan 
Arab Airlines plane in which 150 
people were killed on Dec. 22. 

In a speech broadcast by Li- 
byan radio on Friday night. Col- 
onel Qadhafi said investigators 
were now considering whether 
the crash “was the result of an 
error in navigation, in the control 
tower (or due to) a shortage of 
spare parts.” 

He said technical problems 
may have made it impossible for 
tiie crew to estimate distance, 
height and speed. 

“All that could be tbe result of 
a shortage in spare parts embar- 
goed for the Libyan airports and 
planes’* he added. 

.. Col. Qadhafi said investigators 
were also looking into possible 
sabotage by Western intelligence 
“in reply to Lockerbie” or by the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
which Libya once supported but 
has now abandoned. 

Britain 'and the United States 


have accused three Libyans of 
blowing up A Pan Am plane over 
- the Scottish town of Lockerbie in 
December 1988. 

Tbe Western states persuaded 
the United Nations to impose 
limited sanctions, indnding a ban 
on spare parts for planes, last 
April because Tripoli refused to 
hand the suspects over. 

Col. Qadhafi did not mention 
reports that the Boeing 727, on a 
domestic flight from the eastern 
city of Benghazi, crashed after a 
mid-air collision with a Libyan 
military plane, presumably be- 
cause of a navigation error when 
approachingj ripoli ’s airport. 

An official Libyan newspaper 
Saturday urged Libyans to re- 
sume supporting the IRA and 
charged that Britain is terror- 
iskrag Libya. 

“Britain has adopted terrorism 
Libya after the United States 
gave up terrorism to solve Amer- 
ica’s own internal problems,” 
wrote the daily Al Jamahiriya. Its 
.editorial yras distributed by 
Libyans government news agency 


JANA, which was moaxtmed in 
Cairo. 

“This British behaviour comes 
after Libya handed over (to Bri- 
tain) all its information on the 
IRA, something which harmed 
this just cause,” the newspaper 
said. “Therefore, the Libyan peo- 
ple are called upon to reconsider 
the question erf supporting the 
IRA, even if only by making 
donations to tins just cause.” 

Libya said it stopped support- 
ing tiie IRA last year. The gov- 
ernment delivered to Britain in- 
formation ithad aboeithelRA ia 
line with Libya’s renunciation of 
terrorism as part of an effort to 
resolve its crate with the West. 

Al Jamahiriya teodthat the 

IRA “is striving toBberate its 
country from foreten occupation 
... if Britain had left Ireland ( 
alone, there would have been no 
vk&idsl at all. But British occupa- 
tion and terrorism continue be- 
cause Britain does not want toj 
liberate Ireland. Tins necessarily 
Tfcd to actt 'bf restore** i 
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Standoff continues over evictees [ Shipping losses 


(Contained from page 1) 

go straight to jail if theyretum. 

Mr. Pfefferie of the ICRC said 
the humanitarian organisation 
was awaiting word from Israel on 
what will happen to the 10 men 
once they returned borne. 

He said that tiie Red Cross 
policy for repatriation requires a 
face-to-face meeting with every 
prisoner, deportee or detainee 
prior to their transportation. 

“The ICRC is in constant con- 
tact with the governments of 
Israel and Lebanon seeking per- 
mission to visit” the evictees, Mr. 
Pfefferie said from his office in 
the eastern Bekaa Valley town of 
Ksara. 

The commander of Israel's 
surrogate militia, meanwhile, 
said that be was against the expul- 
sion on “political and humanita- 
rian grounds.” 

It was the first time that 
Antoine Lahd had outlined his 
position on the mass expulsion by 
Israel, the financer, trainer and 
arms supplier of bis 3,000-strong 
South Lebanon Army (SLA; 
militia. 

“In Lebanon we have enough 
Palestinians and we should see to 
it that their number is not in- 
creased,” be told a news confer- 
ence in Matjayoun. 

There are more than 400,000 
Palestinians living in Lebanon, 
most of them in 13 refugee camps 
in the southern, eastern and 
northern areas of the country. 

General Lahd said Lebanon 
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was chosen by Israel as the des- 
tination for the evictees “because 
it is the weakest among the Arab . 
countries bordering Israel." 

He said he did not expect the 
evictees to join Iranian-backed 
Suite Muslim fundamentalists of 
Hizbollah in attacks on the 
"security zone." 

Dr. Rantisi said eight evictees 
sneaked into a nearby Lebanese 
village controlled by Hizbollah 
during the night. 

They returned on donkeys ear- 
ly Saturday carrying with them 
Sour, dates, tinned vegetables 
and chick peas to the makeshift 
camp. 

Dr. Rantisi said they also 
brought back a calf, which the 
Palestinians later slaughtered for 
their next meals. 

The Palestinians have been liv- 
ing on dwindling food and medic- 
al supplies after tbe Lebanese 
army, seeking to force Israel to 
take them back, barred all huma- 
nitarian aid from reaching them 
10 days ago. 

Sympathetic villagers in Leba- 
non have smuggled some food to 
the men. 

U.N. Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali said in Cairo he would 
receive a report from U.N. envoy 
James Jonah on the plight of the 
415 Palestinians. 

Mr. Jonah also failed to per- 
suade Israel and Lebanon to 
aflow the supplies for the Palesti- 
nians to pass through their terri- 
tories. 
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About 70 per cent of iB caigo 
handling activities at Aqaba were 
related to Iraq prim: to tbe Golf 
crisis since Iraq's own ports in tbe 
-Gulf were Mocked during toe 
1980-88 Iran- Iraq war. 

Direct losses resulting from 
cargo accessibility conditions im- 
posed by the e nfor cers of toe 
embargo were cafcnhrted at $23 
million in 1991 and $20 million in 
1992. The loss from toe denial of 
total cargo space was estimated at 
tbe rate of $500 per 2 fHeet con- 
tainer and $ 1,000 per 40-fcet con- 
tainer originating in Europe and 
$300 per 20-feet container an tf 
$600 per 40-feet container origi- 
nating in the Far East. 

The “accessibility" «»ditiot» 
set by the sanction enforces re- 
quires space in between toe con- 
tainers and in the cargo.boW. As 
a result, shippers are mteMe to 
use the vessels at fuff capacity- 

The JSAA sairf -/efeK' stops 
were searched and force d- to 
charge cargo at ptoer-regwo® 
ports in the first six 
1992. Consequent ' re rooti ng- 
ebarges and extra freight were W 
million. ... 

The last interception was 
Norwegian Jargoo Vesfej«“™ 
was carrying 3,000 tonnes** op 1 ' 
ish foodstuffs to Ac Jonfangn 
market. The ship was interc^»d 

and boarded at tfo'Tbam>StraiO 
at the month of Gulf « 
Aqaba on Dec. 26^ - - . 
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Baath Party to 
appeal for legalisation 


By. Madam M. Sbahin 

. Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Baath Arab 
Socialist Party (BASF) has 
appealed against the Ministry of 
Interior's decision, to deny the 
group legal status. They have 
taken their case to the Higher 
Court to Justice and should have 
an answer within two months, 
said the party leader Ahmad Na- 
jdawi Saturday. 

BASF is the second of three 
parties to be denied legal status in 

Jordan. : 'The two others, the 
Jordanian Communist Party and 
the Jordan People's Democratic 
Party (JPDP) have already 
appealed the Ministry’s decision. 

Mr. Najdawi told the Jordan 
.Times that the Minister of In- 
terior Jawdat A] Sbool, will be 

informed by the Higher Court of 
'Justice that the appeal was made 
and be will then have two weeks 
to study the petition. The court 
has six weeks to hold a bearing 
and make its decision. According 
to Mr. Najdawi: “the party bas a 
good chance of becoming legal 


because die justice system is 
fair.” 

The Communist Party and the 
JPDP, both leftist party’s ranch 
like the BASP, filed an appeal 
within one week of the ministry's 
decision. 

Asked why the BASP waited 
three weeks to appeal the Minis- 
try of Interior's decision, Mr. 
Najdawi said he hoped that the 
minister would reconsider bis de- 
cision and avoid the hassles of a 
coart bearing. “I hoped he would 
change his adamant attitude,” 
said Mr. Najdawi. 

Five of the eleven parties that 
have sought legal status have so 
for been legalised and three have 
been denied legitimacy. 

The twelfth . group v the Union- 
ist Arab Decoocratk; Party 
(UADP) is expected to apply for 
party status early this week. Hie 
parties that have been legalised 
so far axe, the Jordan National 
Alliance, the Popular Union Par- 
ty, A1 Afad Party, the Islamic 
Action Front and the AI Mostak- 
bal Party. 



House to debate draft budget for 1993 

Finance committee focuses attention on alleged mishandling of binds 


PREMIER MEETS EX-ALGERIAN PRESIDENT: Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker received at the Prime Ministry 
Saturday forma* Algerian President Ahmad Ben Bella who is on a 
private visit to Jordan. The meeting reviewed the situation in the 
Arab World the latest developments in the Middle East region. 



Icelandic minister 
expected in Amman 
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By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iceland's Minister 
of-Commuaications Halldor 
BJondal will be arriving in Am- 
man on January 6 at the head of a 
delegation for a formal visit at the 
invitation of Minister of Tourism 
Y»ud HSkmat. 

Mr.-Bkmdal, who is expected 
to. .discuss tourism along with 
other matters with Jordanian gov- 
eranenl officials during the four- 
day vhdL, according to the Minis- 
try otibarism. 

Miftboy Secretary General 
Non Ala Hah told die Jordan 
Tines tint the question of tariffs 
for tavd between the two coun- 
tries mil be one of the main 
topis oa the agenda. At present, 
no direct, flights exist between 
ktiand and Jordan and travellers 
have to arrange for their trips 
between. the two countries 
thraugh a third country, said Mr. 
AtaBn.-A potential agreement 
between . Royal Jordanian (R^) 


According to the Icelandic con- 
sul in Jordan, Mr. Blondal will be 
accompanied on the visit here by 
his wife, the vice president of 
Iceland Air, the director of tour- 
ism, the secretary general of the 
ministry of communications and 
other assistants. The meetings 
will cover tourism and travel as 
well as cultural matters, said the 
Consul Stefonia Khalifa, who 
added that Jordan established efi- 
plomatic ties with Iceland in 1990 
and is the only country in the 
Middle East with diplomatic ties 
with Iceland. 

Mrs. Khalifa said that the 
establishment of relations fol- 
lowed a visit to Iceland by His 
Majesty King Hussein in 1989. 
She said that the president of 
Iceland has received invitations 
from the King and His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal to visit 
Jordan and the visit could take 
place any time during his present 
term in office. 

According to Mr. Atallah tour- 
ists from Iceland and the other 
and Jcehsd Air is expected dux- 'Scandinavian countries declined 
^WvmCadioramg and M?7“*®yf ar ** to the economic~h 


lUSSe 


AlaBah. who said that this wil? 
boott tourism and cultural ex- 
changes between the two coun- 
tries. ’ '-' 


recession affecting Europe. But 
be hoped that tourist groups wfll 
resume their trips to Jordan in the 
coming year. 


, Regulations to be enforced 
in construction sector 


-• ;r:- 


. AMMAN (Petra) — The Greater 
Amman Municipality and the 
Joitba Engineering Association 
(JEA) Saturday announced an 
,i^RKfiBent on measures to be 
Mowed in the construction sec- 
’ tor -designed to prevent vioia- 
‘ tkmi of the building codes. 

The new instructions which 
■ COBa arn concrete work, should be 
. applied in all projects regardless 
~o? their volume and area. Under 
the new regulations, the en- 
^ Sneering office which supervises 
F the construction work is to be 
b*W responsible for im- 
ffeneming the regulations on the 
t ; tite'of the project while the Am- 
- ‘owjnunkapality’s task will be ’ 
'confined to technical supervision. 


A permit for concrete work will 
be issued in two stages, one while 
laying the foundations of the 
building and the other, at the end 
of the project. 

A joint statement issued by the 
two bodies said that more than 
one permit for concrete laying 
could be issued if the projects axe 
big and consist of different sec- 
tions. Furthermore, the state- 
ment said, violators will risk hav- 
ing buildings pulled down. 

Should the municipality find 
buddings to have been erected 
without licences and permits con- 
cerning concrete, the JEA will be 
alerted. It said that the JEA can 
later follow up on such violation 
and take the proper actions. 


Tawjihi exams begin 


.rJ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
students will Sunday sit for 
, J y fi rst session of the Tawjihi 
^gn h iati on as prepared by the 
’■"fefetxy of Education for public 
-Btfonvale schools in Jordan. 

' ‘HfeBtiy sources said that 975 
•foftlave been prepared for the 
f**uinatk>n session which will 
until January 14. The minis- 
; &y said that marking papers and 
> gsegjqg the results of the ex- 
will begin imroedizte- 

• e * ch scss * on and result 

j appear before the end of 


Normally, the results of the 
first term are added to those of 
the second term held in May each 
year. 

The number of students talring 
the literary topics is 38,833, scien- 
tific topics 21,235, commercial 
5,594, agricultural 2,680, indust- 
rial 3.405. nursing 1,293 and hotel 
management subjects 22Q. 

The ministry called on students 
to strictly abide by the given 
regulations and instructions con- 
cerning the examinations proce- 
dures. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tie following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
^e:dady Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned Institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Caricature exhibition by canonist Nqji Al Afi at the Abdul 
IT-mrrrf Sboman Art GaQery. B 

", FILM 

7"? P&n BrfMrd “Dirty Harry”, at the American Centre — 5 

’ ''Mt 


Irbid radio goes on air 


IRBED (J.T.) — Local radio sta- 
tion went on the air Friday with 
broadcasts covering local affairs 
and issues of common concern to 
the public. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince H assail, the Regent, com- 
menting on the start of the broad- 
casts, urged the radio station to 
serve as a platform for people to 
express their views concerning 
public matters, and also to give 
officials the chance to reply to 
complaints. 

The new station in Irbid ought 
to allocate time for discussion of 
development projects in the Irbid 
Govern orate, he said. He added 
that die new radio station would 
reflect the real concerns and offi- 
cial views of tire public and the 
officials alike. 


Information Minister 
Mahmoud Al Sharif said In a 
statement that the Irbid station 
was one of a series of stations to 
be opened in the various gov- 
emorates. 

The FM 105 Megahertz station 
covers the vicinity of the Irbid 
city and its suburbs, a radius of 30 
kilometres, from eight ontil ten in 
the morning, and from one until 
two in the afternoon on a daily 
basis. The Iibid station, which 
has been staffed by officials and 
broadcasters from Amman radio 
station is located at the Public 
Security Department in Irbid. 

Topics covered by the station 
range from traffic and road condi- 
tions to sports youth affairs and 
music. 


University professor urges 
Arabs to reject violence 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A prominent 
Egyptian university professor and 
former minis ter of information 
has urged Islamic movements of 
the Arab World to abandon the 
path of violence and embark on a 
new course of action to achieve 
their goal. 

Dr. Ahmad Kama! Abul Majd, 
a Cairo University professor said 
that no. one. can 4jsten to the 
Muslin* if they only demolish or 
destroy? '“The hands that do not 
plant food or manufacture goods 
would never represent a pioneer- 
ing work,” he said in a lecture 
entitled, Towards a new Islamic 
trend,” delivered at the Abdul 
Hamid Sboman Foundation in 
Amman. 

Dr. Abul Majd said that the 
Islamic movements should give 
attention to the future of the 
Islamic community and therefore 
should avert any destruction 
methods which were adopted in 
the pre-Islamic eras of Arab his- 
tory. 

Dr. Abul Majd demanded that 
Arab governments punish those 
who violate the law and he called 
on all factions within the Islamic 
community to seek negotiation 
and dialogue rather than con- 


frontation. He also called for 
expanding the base of govern- 
ment so as to dilute the pressure 
of opposition. 

The Egyptian professor also 
urge Muslims to base man- 
woman relationship on affection 
because, be said, it is a sacred 
relationship. “In many of our 
Arab countries the women are 
banned from going out and are 
-'subjected to numerous con- 
e strain ts in the name of Islam,” he 
said. “Such behaviour is totally 
conflicting with the teachings of 
Islam.” he added. 

Why should many Muslims feel 
ashamed to call their wives by 
their names at a time when they 
realise that the Prophet Moham- 
mad used to call his wives by their 
names?” asked the professor. 
“As a mother, and partner, a 
woman should never be pre- 
vented form going out to work,” 
Dr. Abul Majd added. 

Dr. Abul Majd said that the 
Arab and Islamic mentality is m 
need of a surgery. He said that 
even the Friday sermon, which is 
marked by shouting, rather than 
preaching ought to be changed, 
and Muslims have to have a new 
outlook to the modern world. 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament will Sunday debate 
the fiscal budget for 1993 and will 
hear accusations from the Finan- 
cial Committee accusing a num- 
ber of ministers of misappropriat- 
ing public funds. 

A report to be reviewed by the 
Lower House in Sunday’s session 
stated that a number of cabinet 
ministers are dispensing with 
public funds with which they had 
been entrusted in a manner that 
would serve their election pur- 
poses. Most of these ministers are 
also Parliament members. 

The report which was quoted 
Saturday by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, called for im- 
mediate examination into these 
cases which it described as a 
“dangerous phenomenon.” 


The committee's report con- 
tained a number of points related 
to inefficiencies in public admi- 
nistration work in Jordan. The 
committee said that it had noticed 
varying degrees of negligence and 
administrative malpractices in 
government offices’ long winded 
procedures, the shortage of skil- 
led staff, tight centralisation, and 
favouritism were said to be be- 
hind the malpractices. The com- 
mittee said that many offices have 
foiled to put the right person in 
the right position. 

Other aspects of the report 
included a recommendation that 
the government ought to raise by 
JD 20 a month the salaries of the 
armed and security forces, as well 
as the civil servants. It also called 
for the improvement of living 
conditions and extra payments to 
retired officers and civil servants. 
The financial committee has also 


completed it examination of the 
fiscal budget draft which was 
presented to the House by Fi- 
nance Minister Basel Jardaneb 
last month. Mr. Jardaneh's report 
outlined the government's econo- 
mic and financial performance in 
the past year and showed that the 
•government has succeeded in 
covering current expenditure 
with domestic revenue for the 
first time in Jordan's history. 

Earlier the House's judiciary 
commitment under the chair- 
manship of Saleem A] Zoubi who 
said that the committee endorsed 
a draft amendment to the tele- 
communications law. The com- 
mittee also studied and recom- 
mended to the House the en- 
dorsement of the draft law on the 
general formers federation. 

In a seperate development, the 
Upper House of Parliament held 


a session Saturday in which it 
referred a number of draft laws to 
various committees. Meeting 
under the chairmanship of Depu- 
ty Speaker Babjat Talhouni the 
House referred to the finance 
committee a draft agreement be- 
tween Jordan and China on eco- 
nomic and technical cooperation, 
and it referred to its judiciary 
committee a draft law on the 
Sahab municipality court, a draft 
law on the Ruseifo municipality 

court, a draft law on the state 
security court, a draft law on 
press and publications and a draft 
law on civil defence. 

The senate’s meeting was 
attended by Deputy Premier and 
Minister of Education lliouqan 
Hindawi and cabinet members. 
Mr. Talhouni was sitting in for 
speaker Ahmad AJ Lawzi who is 
reported to be ill. 


British, 
Jordanian 
MPs meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two British 
members of parliament discussed 
Middle East issues with Jorda- 
nian Parliament members Satur- 
day and expressed an understand- 
ing of the Jordanian position and 
the country's important role to- 
wards re-establishing stability and 
peace in the region. 

The two members of the House 
of Commons Robert Adley and 
John Ratbore first met with the 
Chairman of the Lower House of 
Parliament’s Foreign Affairs 
Committee Taher Al Masri who 
urged Britain to exercise pressure 
on Israel to respect U.N. Security 
Council resolutions in general 
and to implement Resolution 799 
which orders Israel to repatriate 
the 400 Palestinian evictees. 

Mr. Masri called on Europe 
and Britain to take into consid- 
eration their historic ties and 
common interests with the Arab 
World and help ensure the estab- 
lishment of peace in the region. 
The two British MPs later called 
on Ahmad Obeidat, member of 
the Upper House of Parliament 
and Senate members to discuss 
the situation in the region and 
developments in ” the Palestine 
problem. " 

Mr. Obeidat described Israel’s 
deportation of the 400 Palesti- 
nians to Lebanon as serving a 
deadly blow to the whole peace 
process. He urged Europe to 
force Israel to implement Secur- 
ity Council resolutions to ensure 
peace in the Middle East. 

The British MPs voiced their 
hope that continued Euro-Arab 
dialogue will lead to further 
European understanding of the 
Arab causes and would help 
establish the aspired peace. 

The two British parliamenta- 
rians who arrived in Amman be- 
fore noon Saturday on a several 
day visit to Jordan are expected 
to discuss with government offi- 
cials issues of corambn concern to 
Britain and Jordan as well as 
visiting touristic sites. 


Petra news agency plans work 
stoppage for more pay 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Employees and cor- 
respondents employed by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, are 
planning a six hour work stop- 
page Sunday to support their 
demand for a raise of 30 per cent 
overtime payment on their salar- 
ies, similar to an allowance re- 
cently granted to the employees 
of radio and television services. 

A Petra employee said that 
work stoppage wfll be from ten in 
the morning until four in the 
afternoon as a show of protest to 
the government against excluding 
Petra employees from the 30 per 
cent allowance. 

Petra Director Khaled Maha- 
din said that he was optimistic 
that the government would grant 
the same allowance to the Petra 
employees who carry out similar 
work in news reporting. He said 
Petra staff start work much ear- 
lier and end much later than their 
broadcasting colleagues at the 
television station and much of- 
their work is conducted oustide 
the office. Mr. Mahadin said 
there axe. indications that the 
government would respond jp tjie 
Petra staff demands-: 

> He said that the-stoppage is not 
a strike but will bopely gain the 



Khaled Mahadin 


government’s attention to Petra 
employees needs. He added that 
he bas also urged his staff to 
double their efforts and prove 
their stand by improving the per- 
formance. 

The work stoppage followed an 
emergency meeting by the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) which 
groups Petra employees as mem- 
bers. The JPA board demanded 
.that- the government respond 
fayourably to. the Petra staff de- 
mands 'and -for the allowance. > 

Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Ibrahim Izzeddin 


was reported to have called the 
JPA board during the emergency 
meeting assuring them that the 
government was concerned about 
the demand and would discuss 
and endorse the allowance at its 
regular sessions. However, the 
JPA board urged Petra staff to 
carry on the work stoppage to 
support their demand and urge 
the government to speed up its 
decision. 

Information Minister 
Mahmoud Al Sharif, on the other 
hand, said that the employees of 
radio and television stations cany 
out work considered more diffi- 
cult than that carried out by the 
Petra staff, especially during se- 
vere weather conditions. The 
minister said that the Petra staff 
should submit a request to the 
government for a raise and the 
government will examine their 
case in due time. 

Petra staff members told the 
Jordan Times that the Cabinet 
was due to discuss their request at 
its regular sessions either Satur- 
day or Tuesday evening. They 
said that the decision to stop 
work for six hours was almost 
unanimous, although a number of 
the staff described the decision as 
a bit hasty, and called for more 
time for the government to ex- 
amine the situation. 


ICA holds annual celebration 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Abdullah En- 
sour attended last week at Sahab 
Industrial City the annual 
celebration of the Industrial 
Commercial and Agricultural' 
Company (ICA) and the reopen- 
ing of a detergents factory. 

Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Company 
Mohammad Abu Hass an deli- 
vered an address in which he said 
the detergents factory produced 
17.000 tonnes of detergent in 


1992 compared to 7.000 tonnes in 
1989. Production capacity is ex- 
pected to rise to 30,000 in 1993, 
he said. 

ICA includes seven factories 
manufacturing detergents, soap, 
perfumes, food supplies, paints 
and pastes. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said the com- 
pany’s exports to Arab and fore- 
ign markets have risen from ab- 
out JD 1.9 million in 1989 to JD 
11 million in 1991. In 1992, the 


‘company’s exports have reached 
about JD 13 million, he said. 

ICA has also contributed to 
organising several industrial fairs 
in cooperation with the Jordanian 
Exports Development and Com- 
mercial Centres Corporation, the 
Jordanian Exporters Society and 
the Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, he said. He added that the 
company will become the largest 
manufacturer of detergents in the 
Arab World after the conclusion 
of a new project in 1993. 


Thousands gather in support of evictees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Thousands of 
people gathered in and around 
the Roman amphitheatre in 
downtown Amman Friday to 
attend a public rally organised to 
show solidarity with the 415 
Palestinians who were exiled 
from their homes in tire occupied 
territories to south Lebanon 
more than two weeks ago. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment member Mansour Seifeddin 
Murad delivered a speech at the 
rally warning against the Israeli 
measure. He said that it proves 
beyond doubt that Israel wants to 
expel Palestinians to create more' 
room for new immigrants. 

“Despite all of this, our (Arab) 
governments and leaderships are 
still talking about peace, while 
the enemy is still occupying our 
land, and evicting our people and 
preparing its troops for new 
fights,” he said. The deputy criti- 
cised Arab governments for their 
continued compromises in the 
peace process despite the fact 
that such compromises affect 
Arab national interests. “They 
offer compromises after com- 
promises, recognise the enemy, 
accept opening their markets and 
accept all its demands although 
these compromises harm our pan- 
Arab sovereignty and interests,” 
be said. 

Deputy Murad went on to call 
for mobilising masses in Jordan, 
Palestine, the Arab world and the 
Islamic countries to be able to 
confront “the camp of infidelity 
represented in the main enemy of 
American imperialism, the Zion- 
ist entity and the international 
Zionist movement.” He said that 
these forces were planning to 
d e c imate the Arab nation and 



steal its fortunes and be ruled out 
any possibility of having pfeace as 
long as Israel is still occupying 


Thousands gather in solidarity 
downtown Amman, Friday 

Arab lands, and as long as the 
U.S. is supporting Israel. 

Deputy Hammam Saeed who 
heads the Islamic Committee for 
Supporting the Palestinian Peo- 
ple said in an address that the 
deportees explicitly demonstrate 
how people merge with their land 
to form one entity. “Human 
beings are not linked to their land 
with an identity card, a passport 
or material interests; was it the 
case, the deportees would have 
found a substitute for Palestine,” 
he said. “They are attached to 
their land because it is the holy 
land, the land of faith and be- 
lief,” he added. 

Secretary General of the Arab 
Doctors Federation Hassan 


with 


Palestinian evictees, at the Roman amphitheatre. 


Khreis said the deportation was 
another crime in a series of rep- 
ressive measures committed by 
the Israeli occupation forces 
against the Palestinian people. 
The massive deportation is a 
crime violating international law, 
the Fourth Geneva Convention, 
the International Declaration on 
Human Rights, the U.N. charter 
"and all human norms, he said. 

Dr. Khreis said Israel was en- 
couraged to continue its aggres- 
sion on the Palestinian people 
and the Arab nation by unlimited 
U.S. support. “There is a 
strategic alliance between the 
U.S. and Israel and a declared 
U.S. commitment to maintain 
Israel’s military supremacy over 


the Arab countries.” 

Secretary General of the Popu- 
lar Committee for Supporting the 
Palestinian Uprising Mamdouh 
Abu Hassan said all occupation 
forces are destined to vanish. 
“This amphitheatre which was 
left behind by the Roman occupa- 
tion forces testifies that occupa- 
tion will end as happened in this 
region when the Romans, the 
Crusaders and others have left.” 
Dr. Abbadi said his committee* 
has presented JD 5 million to the 
Palestinian people since the up- 
rising started in 1987. The com- 
mittee, he said, has moved and 
formed with the Islamic Commit- 
tee for supporting the Palestinian 
People a committee of solidarity 
with the deportees. 



VACANCY 

The British Council is seeking to employ an 
outstanding individual for its key post of 

OFFICE MANAGER 

(male or female) 

The postholder will be responsible for the effective 
and efficient management of the financial and 
administrative functions of the office, including the 
management of ten members of staff. 

Candidates should be educated to degree level or 
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Candidates fulfilling the above conditions 
should submit their CV and a hand-written 
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AS 435 Palestinians expelled from the occupied terri- 
tories prepare to spend their 18th night in freezing 
weather conditions in the Israeli-occupied “security 
zone” in southern Lebanon, Israel continues to make a 
mockery of international law and United Nations 
Security Council resolutions. 

To the dismay, yet in no way to the surprise.«of those 
familiar with its belligerent policies in the region, 
Israel has proposed a solution that it knew would be 
rejected not only by Palestinians and Arabs but also by 
all countries and organisations who unphold interna- 
tional law and respect human rights. 

Stop the intifada and the expelled Palestinians will 
be allowed to their homes in nine months, Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's unacceptable propos- 
al said. He knew perfectly well though that the 
intifada, is an expression of a people's rejection of 
occupation. Furthermore, Rabin knows Palestinian 
struggle will not stop before his t anks and special 
killing squads end their colonisation of Palestinian 
land. 

Practically speaking, the Israeli proposal is un- 
acceptable, first, because it is an ugly form of political 
blackmail and, second, because it compares a legiti- 
mate struggle for independence and dignity to a brutal 
act of denying people their basic right to safe and 
dignified life in the land of their ancestors. IsraeTs 
expulsion of the Palestinians was a clear violation of 
the rights of people living under occupation as 
stipulated by the Forth Geneva Convention. Rabin’s 
refusal to redress this grave wrong is therefore yet 
another example of his government’s defiance of and 
disregard to international legality. 

U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali has said he 
will ask the Security Council to take the necessary 


measures as “it sees fit” to~end the plight of the 


evictees when his special envoy to the area told him of 
the failure of his mission. 

Necessary measures that the Security Council 
should “see tit” must mean working out a mechanism 
that would force Israel to abide by U.N. resolutions. 
The issue is crystal dear: The Security Council issued 
Resolution 799 demanding the return of thd expelled 
Palestinians to their homeland; Israel has rejected the 
decision; and, as has been the case with Iraq, 
Yugoslavia and Libya after the birth of the “new 
world order,” the “fit” action should allow for 
punitive measures against Israel. 

Israel has too often rejected U.N. resolutions be- 
cause it counted on the support or its allies, mainly the 
U.S. It would naturally continue to reject 799 and all 
other future resolutions unless the U.N. gives it reason 
to believe that this time around it means business and 
will force compliance with those resolutions. 

Under the “new world order,*’ this should not be 
too much to expect from the United Nations, or is it? 
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AL RAM Saturday said that the Israeli loaders have been resisting 
Arab countries’ endeavours to establish a permanent and jyst 
peace in the region, noting thai the deportation of Arab citizens 
to Lebanon was just another instance of the obstacles that the 
Jewish state is placing in the path of peace. The Israeli media is 
now blaming the Arabs and the intifada for the failure of the 
peace process, but it is saying nothing about Israel's organised 
acts of terrorism and intimidations against the Palestinians and 
the stuhbomess of the Israeli negotiators and the Israeli govern- 
ment at the peace process that rendered the talks futile so far. 
added the daily. The paper said that the deportation of the 
Palestinians from their homeland was perhaps the straw that 
caused the break of the talks although previous Israeli actions and 
atrocities were also intended to achieve the same goal. The Israeli* 
media can bv no means absolve the Israeli leadership of the crime 
tt has committed and can by no means change the facts on the 
ground and brighten the Israeli image before the world, said the 
paper The daily added that shedding crocodile tears over the 
failure of the Middle E.itf. process can bv no means improve the 
situation and help the talks succeed. Only when Israel stops its 
atrocities, repatriates the dip 'r:. : ? 3 . a-:cepis the U.N. resolutions 
and shows v.illmyn :•> ir.ipiea.jni Security Council resolutions 
on Palestine can the whole region enjoy peace, said the paper. It 
said tint as long as Israel continues to abort Arab countries’ bids 
to achieve the aspired, just peace, the cycle of violence is bound 
to continue and peace will remain absent. 


SAVVT AL SHAAB daily tackled the border dispute between 
Egypt and Sudan. Any Arab citizen can only express regret and 
deep pain over the news that Egyptian troops have invaded 
Sudanese territory, violating all principles and laws and further 
causing damage to inter-Arab relations said the daily. Egypt's 
unexpected step against Sudan at this moment can only give 
justification to suspicion and anxiety, which has long haunted the 
Arab masses in the two countries who have feared a confronta- 
tion, said the daily. Egypt should have learnt the lesson from the 
viulf crisis that only through dialogue and a peaceful negotiation 
a™ 30 amicable settlement be reached between neighbours and not 
through confrontation that tends to cause further divisions among 
the Arab states. The paper said that while Cairo is more than any 
other Arab capital enthusiastic about ending the conflict with the 
Israeli enemy by peaceful means, it is trying to settle its dispute 
with Sudan by force, something which is detrimental to Arab 
national interests. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed AI Fanek 


Salaries hiking — why not? 


Raising the scale of salaries is no doubt a good thing in itself. It 
means raising the standard of living of all salaried people, starting 
with the public sector which employs around 40 per cent of the 
labour force in the country, followed by the private sector which 
employs 50 per cent of the labour force, assuming that 10 per cent of 
the manpower are self-employed. 

However, there are at least three problems facing such a 
proposition: 

The first problem is that the budget for 1993 still has a net deficit of 
JD48 million, plus the value of installments payable on internal and 
external indebtedness, amounting to JD311 million, plus interest and 
principal due on the indebtedness of the “armament fund" which is 
dealt with off-budget and exceeds JD200 million in 1993. Around 
JD290 million of the above sizeable deficit will be covered by fresh 
externa] borrowing, amounting to JD290 million, and internal 
borrowing, amc^ming to JD70 million. Any increase of salaries and 
wages, beyond the usual annual increments allowed for in the 
budget, will be added to the above deficit. 

The second problem is that what we call raising the standard of 
living by raising salaries is nothing but raising consumption without a 
corresponding increase in production, and raising imports and 


widening the deficit in the trade balance and the balance of 
payments. It was determined that each JD100 of extra cadi income is 
bound to cause JD50 of extra imports. 

The third problem is that the government practically adopted the 
policy of creating more jobs, even at the expense of inflating the 
public administration apparatus. The government is planning an 
increase in civil service staff by six thousand in 1993. The logic behind 
this policy is that creating jobs for the unemployed has priority over 
improving the income of those who already have jobs, especially 
when sufficient funds to satisfy both desirable objectives are 
unfortunately not available. 

Therefore, the members of Parliament who called for biking 
salaries by JD20 each in this election year, may gain some popularity. 
They will raise the expectations of the employees which, most likely, 
will endf up in disappointment, but they may be rightly accused of 
political opportunism. They are pressuring the government to make 
difficult decisions that will definitely increase the deficit in the 
budget, cause more consumption and importation, and reduce the 
capacity to create new jobs. Those Parliament members therefore are 
'required to support their demands by specific sources of new 
financing, or ways and means to reduce expenses, that are practical. 


acceptable, and make sense. 

We are entitled to be told whether the Parliament members, 
especially the Muslim Brotherhood bloc, want ffie government to 
step up external borrowing or to order the central banktopnnt more 
inflationary money to finance the treasury or if they prefb id hike 
taxes and fees. There is no other way to raise around JD10Q million 
to finance their suggestion which entails more recurring public 

expenditure. _ . 

Until such time when the Finance Committee comes up with a 
specific reply, it would not be fair to report to the pubUc that the 
Parliament, the Brotherhood bloc or the finance Committee 
demanded an increase in the salaries of civil personnel. It should be 
reported to the people that the above politicians ate asking for more 
deficit in the budget, more consumption, more imports, less new 
jobs, and a setback in the march towards relf-suffidency and financial 
independence. In other words, they are acting' irresponsibly. 

In this democratic environment there is no room for political 
opportunism. Those who make popular demands should call a spade 
a spade, otherwise we shall translate their code language as we have 
done above. Popularity is not that cheap and easy to come by any 
more. It takes responsibility, creativity, and courage. 


UNRWA in its 42nd year 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


Hie commissioner-general of the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine refugees 
(UNRWA) submitted his annual 
report to the General Assembly 
of the United Nations on Nov. 2, 
1992. His report covered UN- 
RWA’s activities during the 
period July 1, 1991 to June 30, 
1992. 

UNRWA was established as a 
subsidiary organ of the United 
Nations by virtue of General 
Assembly Resolution 302 (IV) of 
Dec. 8, 1949. Its field of opera- 
tions covets Lebanon, Syria, Jor- 
dan. the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. UNRWA was intended to 
be temporary, as it was hoped 
that the Palestinian problem 
would soon be solved and the 
Palestinian refugees would be 
allowed to return home, in 
accordance with General Assem- 
bly Resolution 194 (m) of Dec. 
11, 1948. It seems though, that 
the temporary nature of the agen- 
cy has confirmed the saying that 
the temporary endures; and thus 
the agency's life has been ex- 
tended for two or three years at a 
time up to 1993, so far. The 
General Assembly has this year 
extended the agency's mandate 
for another three years, effective 
as of June 1, 1993, but, as usual, 
without prejudice to the provi- 
sions of Paragraph 11 of General 
Assembly Resolution 194 (III) 
mentioned above. This paragraph 
stipulates that the Palestine re- 
fugees should be given the choice 
to either return to their homes 
and live in peace with their neigh- 
bours or, those choosing not to 
return, be paid compensation for 
their property. This provision has 
never been implemented due to 
the refusal and intransigence of 
Israel. 


Duties 

Initially, by Resolution 302 
(IV) mentioned above, UNRWA 
was given two main duties: first, 
to carry out. in collaboration with 
local governments, the direct re- 
lief and works programmes for 
the Palestinian refugees, and 
second, to consult with the in- 
terested Near Eastern govern- 
ments concerning the measures to' 
be taken by them preparatory to 
the time when international 
assistance for relief and work 
projects is go longer available. 
The resolution had also set up an 
Advisory Commission to advise 
and assist the agency. The pre- 
sent Advisory Commission con- 
sists of representatives of the 
United States, the United King- 
dom, France, Belgium, Egypt, 
Lebanon, Syria. Jordan and 
Japan. It should be remembered 
that UNRWA is to be clearly 
distinguished from the United 


Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees,* established by General 
Assembly resolutions 319 (IV) 
and 428 (V) of 1949 and 1950 
respectively, and which exdudes 
the Palestine refugees from its 
scope. 

In the course of time, UN- 
RWA has evolved from a body 
primarily devoted to meeting the 
relief needs of the Palestine re- 
fugees displaced by the 1948 war 
into one concerned with the 
administration of quasi- 
go vernmental services, such as 
public education, public health, 
vital statistics, social welfare, in 
addition to purely relief assist- 
ance. Through the tireless efforts 
of the previous commissioner- 
general, Dr. John Davis, and his 
deputy, the late John Redaway, 
the agency concentrated its activi- 
ties from 1959 to 1964 on the 
dassical and technical education 
of the Palestine refugees. As a 
consequence, scores of vocational 
centres and schools were built in 
the five fields where the agency 
operates and a good number of 
Palestinian students were sent for 
training in various technical pro- 
fessions to England, Germany, 
Fiance, Sweden and Denmark. 
Dr. Davis believed that the train- 
ing given at the agency’s.. voca- 
tional centres 'will' enable gradu - 
ated students to get employment 
easier and, hopefully, to remain 
employed and self-supporting 
throughout their lives. 

Fortunately for the agency, it is 
presently headed by an energetic 
commissioner-general, liter 
Turkmen, who, from his declara- 
tions. reports and activities, 
shows (hat he has fully grasped 
the human and political dimen- 
sions of the Palestine problem. 
Of course, in his high capacity as 
a United Nations official, with 
the rank of under-secretary. Mr. 
Turkmen is expected to be impar- 
tial, but this does not prevent him 
from observing and reporting 
with objectivity on the tragic 
events which occur to the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories. 


But the commissioner-general 
adds: "In sharp contrast to the 
optimism created by the opening 
of the peace talks, the situation in 
the occupied territory of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip re- 
mained critical, since no signifi- 
cant relaxation in the traditional 
pattern of Israeli occupation poli- 
cies occurred. In general, tension 
remained higher for several 
reasons. The lack of correlation 
between positive developments at 
. the political and diplomatic levels 
and events affecting tbe daily life 
of the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza, were a cause for 
concern. Conditions in the re- 
fugee camps, especially in Gaza, 
were appalling for many of the 
inhabitants. The United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for tbe 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) 
repeatedly emphasised the need 
for peace negotiations at the in- 
ternational level to be accompa- 
nied by confidence-building mea.- 
sures affecting the daily life of the 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tory." 

Previously, Dr. Davis has pre- 
dicted the following: “Progress 


more so in the occupied territor- 
ies. The influx of Palestinians 
from- Kuwait to Jordan', number- 
ing about 300,000, has increased 
the agency's burdens. A great 
majority of them sought UN- 
RWA's assistance in one way or 
another. There were about 
10,000 pupils among tbe refugees, 
freturned from Kuwait and other 
Gulf states, which the agency had 
to absorb m its schools by using 
the doubleshift system. 


Work in the 
occupied territories 


The commissioner-genera] re- 
ported the following: “The Agen- 
cy continued to face difficulties in 
operating in the occupied terri- 
tory. I was concerned on numer- 
ous occasions about the safety of 
UNRWA staff, both area and 
international, who met with fre- 
quent harassment by the Israeli 
security forces and, from time to 
time, threats and attacks by some 
elements in tbe Palestinian 
population. The agency made re- 
peated protests to the Israeli au- 
thorities regarding harassment of 


attempted to address this prob- 
lem through its income- 
generating and job-creation prog- 
rammes. The loss of remittances 
which bad been sent by Palesti- 
nians who had been living in 
Kuwait and the Gulf states 
caused serious financial problems 
for Palestinians living in tbe occu- 
pied territory and Jordan." 

Tbe commissioner-general 
added: “The agency was con- 
tinuing its contacts with the gov- 
ernment of Kuwait regarding tbe 
estimated 25,000 to pO.OOO 
Palestinians remaining in that 
country.” 


of existence, performing the acti- 
vities of a government without 
territory for the benefit of the 
Palestine refugees. Perhaps tur- 
moil and anarchy would have 
been the lot of tins region. It is 
therefore in the interest not only 
of the Palestinians but more in 
the interest of peace and stability 
that the agency be.fully supported 
financially to enable it to con- 
tinue to carry out the duties and 
responsibilities incumbent upon 
it. 


UNRWA’s Future 

peace has been 


Financing 

With regard to the financing of 
the agency, the commissioner- 
general announced to the annual 
Pledging Conference, held in 
New York on Dec. 2, 1992, that 
the agency has total budget re- 

r 'remen ts of some S297 million 
its core programmes in 1993 
as well as needing $14 million to 
continue emergency operations in 
Lebanon and in the occupied 
territories. It is therefore of the 
utmost importance that the states 


Predictions 

In his introduction to tbe 
annual report, the commissioner- 
general states: “It is to be hoped 
that the year under review will be 
remembered as the one in which 
moves began towards a settle- 
ment of the Palestine question 
and the broader Middle East 
conflict. The historic meeting in 
Madrid, in October 1991, 
airended by Israel, the Arab 
states and a Palestinian delega- 
tion, was followed by further 
meetings in Washington and dis- 
cussions on a number of issues, 
including the refugees question, 
held in Ottawa in May 1992." 


M.KAHIL 



towards peace in the Middle East 
is possible, provided that solving 
the Palestine problem is placed at 
the top of the peace agenda, and 
that all parties concerned are 
involved in a solution of the 
problem including of course the 
Palestinian Arabs." 

Any reader of the annual re- 
port would realise the great diffi- 
culties the agency and its staff, 
local and international, meet in 
the discharge of their dnties in 
host countries, but emphatically 


staff and violation of UNRWA 
premises by the Israeli security 
forces. A worrying development 
was the increasingly aggressive 
behaviour of Israeli settlers to- 
wards the Palestinian population 
and sometimes towards UNRWA 
staff and premises. Economic 
activity in the occupied territory 
also continued to deteriorate re- 
sulting in additional hardship for 
thousands of Palestinian families. 
As well as providing assistance to 
the most needy, the agency 


which normally contribute to the 
agency increase their contribu- 
tions and those which have never 
'contributed to it start doing so. In 
my opinion, there is in effect 
consideration for those contribu- 
tions made by the world com- 
munity as tiie agency bas been 
since its inception an effective 
stabilising factor in the Middle 
East I would not like to envision 
what would have happened in our 
region had not the agency func- 
tioned during its forty-two years 


In case 
achieved between the Palestinian 
people and Israel (and concur- 
rently between Israel and Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon), tin agency 
can play a crucial role. Dr. Davis 
predicted in 1985 the 
“If and when progr e ss 
enduring peace is made in the 
Middle East, I can foresee a very 
useful role for the competent 
local staff that now comprises the 
heart of UNRWA personnel. 
Whether or not they would still 
carry tiie banner, they are compe- 
tent; likely more so than would 
be any body of staff that might be 
rallied. This new role for UN- 
RWA staff would be .fo. economic 
oearelopntenAif ’ c0n.:;theuodttx 
hgftd, Mr. Turkmen stated itt'his 
report that: “In the event of the 
peace process leading to an in- 
terim period of self-government, 
the agency, with thousands of 
skilled Palestinian staff in the 
occupied territory and a vast in- 
frastructure, is prepared to play 
whatever role the parties to the 
negotiations and the United Na- 
tions determine. 'While we all 
look forward with hope to the 
achievement of positive results, 
the agency's crucial role in pro-, 
viding education, health and re- 
lief and social services , for the 
Palestine refugees will continue 
throughout its area of opera- 
tions." 

The commissioner-general 
appealed once more to the inter- 
national community to ensure 
that tbe agency is supplied with 
the resources and support it must 
have if it is to carry out the will of 
the General Assembly which rep- 
resents the international com- 
munity. 

Mr. Turkmen and bis staff de- 
serve credit for their abnegation 
and services rendered to the 
Palestine refugees and. for their 
efforts in steering the agency 
under extraordinarily troubled 
circumstances in Lebanon, the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The 
annual report was factual and 
unbiased and it is indeed, among 
other matters, an incontroverti- 
ble documentary evidence of die 
horrible Israeli occupation. 


When will it be okay to be an Arab? 


By Leila Gorchev 


WHEN THE fabulous, centuries- 
old Arab folk tale of Aladdin’s 
adventures was transformed into 
a Disney fervur? Hlr, Arnh- 
Americans held their breath, ea- 
ger like/ all interested in anima- 
tion and fantasy, yet wary. The 
unease steins from years of ex- 
perience in seeing the Arab im- 
age distorted by filmmakers, car- 
toonists, TV series scriptwriters 
and news editors. 

Common stereotypes have be- 
come cemented in the media in- 
dustry’s stockpile of “instant 
Arabs.” These images range from 
a half-clad veiled flock of belly 
dancers making up a “harem” for 
their polygamous “master.” to 
bearded terrorists in urban set- 
tings and oil-rich rulers called 
“sheikhs” of unsavoury desert 
lands. 

Contrary to this past tradition, 
Disney’s “Aladdin" offered two 
young heroes who did not comply 
in character with any of the past 
infamous ones. Jasmine made her 


own wedding decisions, the sul- 
tan complied with her desires and 
Aladdin had eyes for only one 
wife. These values were imparted 
io moviegoers in an unpre- 
cedented way, by Arab charac- 
ters. But the question remains: 
What image of Arab culture 
emerges from the movie? And 
were these characters presented 
as Arabs to “Aladdin’s” viewers 
at all? 


attributed to a real city of the 
Arab World. Still, the Arab can 
always be identified through the 
film industry's traditional reliance 
on stereotype, which is even ex- 
pressed in “Aladdin's surprisingly 
vicious opening lyric “Arabian 
Nights:” 


In numerous films with Middle 
East-based plots, fictitious cities 
pop up in what Jack Shaheen has 
referred to as a “standard, sinis- 
ter ‘Arabland’ backdrop... Into 
the perennial desert the produc- 
ers drop a military air base or a 
cheap mock-up of an Arabian 
Nights palace.” For the movie, 
Disney dreamt up the fictitious 
city of "Agrabah.” Given the 
numerous films that have been 
produced and fueled by political 
agendas, it's often probably bet- 
ter when the locale remains un- 


“Oh I come from a land, 
From a faraway place, 
Where the caravan camels 
roam. 


Where they cut off your ear 
It’s barbaric, but hey, it’s 


home. 


Not only are the characters 
from this unusual place, they also 
speak with an unusual mix of 
accents. Tbe three main charac- 
ters, Jasmine, Aladdin and the 
Genie, have Anglo-American ac- 
cents, while the rest have foreign 
accents. Aladdin and Jasmine’s 
cultural values are thus presented 
as “American,” representing in- 
nocence, subversion of social 
tradition, freedom of choice and 


courage. The ones with foreign 
(or Arab) accents are mainly 
conspirators, thieves, guards or 
die people of the street. If Disney 
were to be believed, one could 
come to tbe undemanding that 
these are foreign, or specifically 
Arab attributes. In fact, though, 
pitting Americans against Arabs 
is not required by the story line 
and it does a disservice to all 
non-native English speakers. 

The expression of an Arab- 
American's national origin 
(through physique and sometimes 
through accent) still elicits pre- 
judice from many. It has led to 
such discriminatory acts as airline 
personnel harassment or crimes, 
of hatred. Most bate crimes re-" 
corded in the past four years were 
committed against Arab- 
Americans as- the United States 
intervened in Iraq. 


Thousand and One Nights” or 
Arabian Nights," Aladdin and 
Jasmine were actually residents 
of Baghdad, Iraq, a city widely 
considered a centre for Arab 
culture and civilisation. Though 
we are speaking of fiction and 
fancy, the obscure reference to 
“Agrabah” precludes viewers 
from making the association of 
Baghdad with admirable heroes 
and heroines, like Aladdin and 
Jasmine. Both were perfectly 
content with their Arab heritage 
in the original version of “Alad- 
din.” 


In the collection of tales re- 
corded around the 15th cento 
Arabic, and which comprise * 


in 


We so challenge Disney and 
other film companies to offer 
all-American heroes who demon- 
strate their Arab heritage with 
pride 'and subtlety, while reflect- 
ing a balance of character traits 
like , members of all mimic or 
national groups. When this prece- 
dent is set, the media may be able 
to jet gp of their cultural and 
political,, baggage. Clearly, 


"Aladdin’s” purpose fa not w 
have viewers- reflect m 
aspects of the Arab. Worl d, but 
why should this not be a ~ 
consequence of its view 
In effect, the tale fa a 
of universal appeal, __ 
about human character, 
and gnnk. Jts adaptation sionia 
not demean its Afafc : heri?*?®- 
One modern exampte.^_2? ' 
Disney was able 
element of Arab coisrifr K * 1 '' 
bine it with an Ameri^ 
was when the Geni* * wtasB 10 
. Aladdin: “Wake up 
hummus." COmbint „ 

* and American, cutties in a 
phrase is a step /JjjjJ* 
direction. Ifs okayJp.be Arab. 
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Siege mentality makes Israel feel 
threatened from every quarter 






By Fran Sikorski 


Dr. Edward McDonough has ex- 
perienced first-hand the place of 
forensic medicine in “poiiticaUy- 
explosive human rights issues." 

As Connecticut's Deputy Chief 
Medical Examiner, the Bethel 
resident vividly describes as a 
“one-sided experience" his four- 
day trip to Israel. He was there to 
observe an .autopsy on Mustafa 
Barakat, a Palestinian student 
who died suddenly while being 
interrogated in a West Bank jail. 

. Although not a member. Dr. 
McDonough represented Physi- 
cians for Human Rights (PHR), a 
Boston-based organisation of 
2,500 American doctors, when be 
went to Jerusalem. He was in- 
vited after Dr. Robert Kiischner, 
Chicago Deputy Chief Medical 
Examiner, was unavailable and 
the assignment was given to Con- 
necticut Chief Medical examiner 
Dr. Wayne Carver who couldn’t 
go either. 

“I was in the right place at the 
right time," says Dr. McDo- 
nough. “I was told about the 
assignment Aug. 5 and left Aug. 
6.” 

Identifying PHR. Dr. 
McDonough, who lives: 
with his wife Kathleen Johnson 
and four children, says it is "an 
organisation which concerns itself 
with the medical consequences of 


human rights abuses regardless of 
the ideology of the offending- 
government or group.” 

Dr. McDonough arrived in Tel 
Aviv after a 9,0w mile, 10-hour, 
flight. "I was' met at the airport 
by members of die Palestinian 
Human Rights group called Ai 
Haq and a female attorney for the 
family who briefed me on the 
incident. 

‘Twenty-three year-old Musta- 
fa Barakat who was from Anabta, 
had been studying in Amman, 
Jordan with his cousin for three 
years. One July 29, he was re- 
turning home when he was given 
a summons to report for ques- 
tioning, but be did not appear for 
several days. When he did show 
up, he was confined at the Tul- 
karen prison. 

*To prevent her brother from 
being mistreated by a foul- 
smelling bag placed over his head 
with his hands tied behind his 
back, Mustafa Barakat’s sister 
purchased an inhaler at a 
pharmacy and gave it to him, 
hoping the guards would show 
sympathy towards him. I was 
actually told two stories about the 
interrogation," says Dr. McDo- 
nough. 

By observing the autopsy and 
also questioning the student’s 
family, Dr. McDonough learned 


that although he had been trou- 
bled -by several childhood aller- 
gies, Mustafa Barakat had never 
bad an asthmatic attack be fo re he 
suffered the fatal one in the pris- 
on. 

Although Dr. McDonough 
conc ur r e d with Israel’s forensic 
pathologist chief medical examin- 
er Dr. Jahud Hiss that the Palesti- 
nian's death was the result of an 
asthma attack, he said his "gat 
feefing" was that the fatal attack 
was the result of mistreatment by 
his Israeli interrogators, and from 
being forced to wear a “foul- 
smeDing fabric bag over his head 
with his bands tied behind his 
back during the lengthy inter- 
rogation." 

"Dr. Hiss conducted the auto- 
psy and I was the independent 
observer. Mustafa Barakat’s 
family wanted an autopsy be- 
cause no one could remember his 
ever having an asthma attack. 

“We also met with several 
Israeli officers and the meeting 
was conducted in Hebrew. I was 
shown the quarters where the 
student, who was to be married 
Aug. 8, was detained. The cell 
was hot with no window, and 
that's where the fetal asthmatic 
attack occurred. My report shows 
die student died there from an 
asthma attack, but you could 


have an asthma attack anywhere. 
I concluded that the condition 
was brought on by the stress of 
being interrogated. There was no 
question die cause of death was 
asthma. ‘The autopsy,” says Dr. 
McDonough, “revealed the stu- 
dent’s lungs were highly inflated 
like a balloon, which is a tex- 
tbook example of post-mortem 
asthma. Mustafa Barakat died of 
a disease which be didn't have. 
He wasn’t shot or tortured, nor 
were there any blunt Mows to his 
body. His death was also re- 
corded as the fifth while in cus- 
tody. 

"The reason for being ques- 
tioned was that he spent three 
yean in Jordan and was a sus- 
pect,” says Dr. McDonough 
whose offices are located at the 
University of Connecticut in 
Farmington. 

During his stay in Jerusalem, 
Dr. McDonough says he was 
nervous, because he bad "no idea 
what he was getting into, but the 
Palestinians treated me iike 
family.' The Israeli officers were 
cool, but certainly not unpleasant 
or threatening. 

"The Israelis want to get rid of 
the Palestinians. They say ‘Join 
our country or leave, ’ and the 
Palestinians want to rule then- 
own country. The Israelis have 


the attitude they will never give 
up Israel, so they are treating the 
Palestinians badly so they will 
leave. 

"1 am neither Jewish nor 
Palestinian, but the Israelis saw 
me from a threatening position. 
Israel sees itself under seige or 
almost at war, and therefore 
there are armed soldiers standing 
on every corner in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem, and I found it some- 
what disturbing,” says Dr. 
McDonough. 

T still have difficulty believing 
I had this opportunity, and it has 
been quite an eye opener. I have 
made reports and plan to give a 
presentation to people in my 
office and also to students. I will 
also make a presentation at the 
national meeting of the American 
Academy of Forensic Scientists in 
Boston in February 1993. 


"Most of what I saw of Israel 
was from a car. It is a somewhat 
bleak country, with olive trees, 
desert and small mountains. It’s 
like 18th century living mixed 
with 20th century living, says Dr. 
McDonough, who was anxious to 
return home to his family in 
Bethel after having "one of the 
most educational experiences of 
his life" — The Bethel Home 
News, Connecticut. 


Scientists warn of possible 
swift change in climate 


By Sabine Guez 


NEW YORK — Nothing is tas 
certain than today's weather fore- 
cast for next month. Wrong! Try 
forecasting the weather for the 
next century and you’ll find your- 
self on even more slippery 
ground. The Earth Summit held 
in Rio de Janeiro in June was 
deluged with alarming, climate- 
driven environmental predictions 
and contradictions. 

Based on the study of a rare 
core sample of sediments from 
the bottom of the ocean, two 
scientists at Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute (WHGR 
near .-Boston., are adding -a new? 
twist. The;- “greenhouse wdftfta 
mg” of the planet might leatiTo 
sudden shifts in the ocean circula- 
tion system which, in turn, could 
result in dramatic cooling around 
the North Atlantic, they report. 
“Our results suggest that the pre- 
sent climate system is very de- 
licately poised," says scientist 
Scott J. Lehman, author of the 


new study along with Uoyd D. 




- *j-\ . 
tiBftr 


Keigwin, also of WHOTs Geolo- 
gy and Geophysics Department. 
“The system could snap suddenly 
between very different conditions 
with an abruptness that is scary.” 

The ocean "conveyor belt” cir- 
culation system that carries heat 
from the equator toward the 
poles drives climate . change, 
according to Mr. Lehman. The 
two scientists have brought new 
evidence that the route of the 
warm ocean currents or Gulf 
Stream, which keeps northern 
Europe’s air temperatures re- 
latively benign, diverted many 
times to the south and then back 
northward again at the close of 
the Ice Age. It triggered violent 
climate change in as few as 40 
years — next to no time in geolo- 
gical terras. Under the right condi- 
tions, the study shows, the cir- 
culation system could turn off 
again — and do so very quickly. 

The findings are based on the 
study of skeletal remains of mic- 
roscopic, shell-forming animals 
present in a sediment core taken 
from the Norwegian sea. Ocean 
scientists have long used these 
planktonic organisms, which have 
known temperature tolerances, 
as tiny thermometers for tracking 
water temperatures over time. 
This is the first ocean bottom core 
with rates of sediment accumula- 
tion rapid enough to document 
these sudden changes. The core 
was made available to scientists 
by an oil exploration firm pros- 
pecting off the coast of Norway. 

“The warm Gulf Stream cur- 
rent also allows warm-living 
plankton to live at fairly high 
latitudes,” Mr. Lehman notes. 
“If we look at these sediment 
cores and find that those plank- 
ton were absent at times in the 
past, we can deduce that the Gulf 
Stream was not penetrating as far 
north as it is today." 

Normally the oceans act as a 
sort of conveyor belt for heat in a 
journey around the world that is 
thought to lastabout 500 days. As 
the warm surface waters float 
through the Caribbean, wrap 
around Florida and then head 
north and east, they evaporate 
and increase in salt content. "As 
these Gulf Stream waters flow 
towards the cold Norwegian Sea, 
they release much of their heat to 
the atmosphere and become de- 
nse enough to sink,” Mr. Lehman 
explains. “This new water mass, 
known as North Atlantic Deep 


Water, then travels south through 
the Atlantic, around Africa and 
through the Indian Ocean into 
the Pacific like a conveyor belt. 
New warm surface water is drawn 
northward to replace this water 
and the cycle repeats itself.” A 
freshening of the surface waters 
could shut off the circulation sys- 
tem because the subsequently re- 
duced salinity would prevent the 
water from achieving the density 
necessary to sink. 

“If greenhouse warming occurs 
and leads to increased amounts of 
precipitation in the Arctic and/or 
melting' of snow and ice, the 
Norwegian limb of the conveyor 
might-fre threatened, leading to 
very rapid changes in ocean con- 
ditions and dimate,” notes Mr. 
Lehman. "In such a scenario, the 
present climate of Norway and 
Britain would change suddenly to 
that of Greenland and Northern 
Canada.” Not only would there 
be no roses in London for Christ- 
mas, but fisheries would also be 
dramatically affected. Sea ice 
would increase its fringe to the 
south, and, as a consequence, fish 
stocks relying on 'the presence of 
warm waters would diminish. 

Other scientists, such as clima- 
tologist Wallace Broecker of Col- 
ombia University, earlier sug- 
gested that the circulation system 
had oscillated between an off and 
on mode during the last glacia- 
tion, which culminated about 
18,000 years ago. Some Danish 
researchers showed that the last 
>of a series of strong temperature 
variations at that time was 
barked by sudden wanning of 
probably as much as 7°C in 50 
y'ears. Mr. Lehman and Mr. 

■ Keigwin could provide the first 
direct evidence of that process 
from the high accumulation rate 
of sediments in the ocean bottom 
core they analysed. “The prob- 
lem in resolving events in the 
deep sea is twofold,” explains 
Mr. Lehman. “First, most ocean 
sediments accumulate slowly and 
provide a fairly blurred image of 
events. Second, the organisms that 
. live on the bottom stir the sedi- 
ments — what we call bioturba- 
tion — so they’re taking away the 
signal you hoped to catch. Cores 
with such a long undisturbed re- 
cord (as the Norwegian one) are 
rarely available to ocean scien- 
tists because of the high cost of 
recovery. The deposition rates 
are so high that even with a small 
amount of stirring on die bottom 
we still see a good signal. That’s 
why we were able to document 
changes that occurred within de- 
cades. Most ocean sediment cores 
have a resolution no better than 
500 to 1,000 years.” 

The findings indicate that the 
Norwegian Sea limb of the con- J 
veyor belt was periodically turned 
.off due to injections of fresh 
water at the end of the last Ice 
Age, between 8,000 and 15,000 
years ago. “We know from prior 
Studies that 18,000 years ago, 
when there were large ice sheets 
over North America and Scandi- 
navia, the warm surface waters 
went straight across the Atlantic 
toward Spain rather than going 
info the Norwegian Sea as they 
do today. We found that 14,500 
years ago conditions became 
warm in the northern Atlantic. 
.They were relatively stable for a 
thousand years, but suddenly 
switched to cold, then suddenly 
back to warm again.” 

Using a recently developed 
radiocarbon dating technique. 


the two scientists determined the 
age of the planktonic skeletons 
present in the sediment core, data 
they used to precisely calculate 
the rates of temperature changes. 
“We found that these changes 
occurred within 40 years.. ..They 
correspond to die ‘barn door’ 
swinging from its present position 
to its glacial position and back 
again to its prerent position,” Mr. 
Lehman said. 

In the last 8,000 years, though, 
relative stability has prevailed. A 
cooling of 0.5 to 1°C occurred in 
Europe from the 16th to 18th 
centuries during the so-called Lit- 


— and may do the same again as. 
a result of greenhouse emissions 

— allowing saltiness to drop to 
levels that would shut down the 
conveyor. 

Yet, cautions Mr. Lehman, too 
many uncertainties envelop the 
greenhouse warming phe- 
nomenon to permit lusty conclu- 
sions. “if global wanning were 
leading to conditions that were 
incompatible with deep-water 
formation m the Norwegian Sea, 
you could expect very strong re- 
gional cooling. But we don't 
know whether it’s going to take 
much more than some global 


and without much warning. This 
to ns is worrisome because most 
(computer) modeling studies of 
what is going to happen as a 


i happen 
result of doubting of 002 (pollu- 
tion gases emitted mostly by in- 


tle Ice Age, but scientists are still , warming to lead to those condi- 
not sure whether the gaolin g re - do ns.” he said. The demons- 
•^sponded to a change jjdThe con- "tr&ted unpredictability of climate 


veyor belt. What triggers the 
mode -switching behaviour of the 
ocean circulation system remains 
to be thoroughly understood. 
However, Mr. Lehman and Mr. 
Keigwin have gathered evidence 


for meltwater discharge preced- 
veyor-off interval. 


ing each conveyor- 
Extreme wanning during deg)a- 
riation coaid also have increased 
precipitation over high latitudes 


change is a cause for concern, 
however. Mr. Lehman points to 
the chain of global atmospheric 
events set off last year by El 
Nifio, a huge pool of. unusually 
warm surface water off the west 
coast of South America, as yet 
another example of the intimate 
ties between the climate and 
ocean systems. “The ocean has a 
capacity to behave very abruptly 


d us tries) are predicated on very 
linear, smooth changes,” he says. 

A better understanding of how 
the surface waters freshened at 
the dose of the last Ice Age will 
help anticipate bow the atmos- 
phere could work again in the 
■future, notes Mr. Lehman. But, 
until further light is thrown on the 
intricacies of the climate system,' 
the oceanographer recommends 
prudence. “What I'm afraid of is 
thftt.tbP governments are going to 
be waiting for the scientific com- 
munity to show without a doubt 
that global wanning will have 
horrendous consequences. It may 
take 10 or 20 years for scientists 
to come to consensus on that 
issue. And if we wait until then, it 
may be too late to do anything 
about levels of greenhouse 
gases,” he says. “By that time, 
C02 levels will have tripled not 
doubled” — World News Link. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Special Issue No. 24 



Drawing of 


.W inning T ykrin 


Holder of ticket No. 80030 A 

Wins JD 70,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 60823 A 

Wins JD 20,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 40578 (a+b) 
Wins JD 9,000 


Holder of ticket N6.66261 (A+®) 
Wins JD 7 f 000> 


Holder of 


ticket No. £0026 (A+B) 
Wins JD 5,000 • 


Holder of 


ticket No. 82840 CA+B) 
Wins JD 4,000 


Holder of 


ticket No.60067 (a+bj 
Wins JD 3,500 


Holder of 


ticket No. 

Wins JD 3,000 


(A+B) 


Holder of ticket No. 00124 
Wins JD 2,500 


(A+B) 


Holder of 


ticket No. 88401 (a+b) 
Wins JD 2,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 00691 (A+B) 

Wins JD 1,000 


Ten consolafon' prizes totalling ID MOO ead 

*0039 80040 80930 89030 
. .00031 80020 80130 81034J 




60824 1 
60822 60813 60723 61821 


40577 40568 40478 4157^ 


'tsssrsersorsBi 

44 2 6 0 44251 44161 43261 


40025 60014 40124 61024 


totalling JD MOO sal 


TWenty consolation] 

82841 82830 82740 81840 


Tw ss ^srss^sssg^igs& 

60066 60057 60167 61061 


i,8t» eff 

43245 43236 43146 


T'Iqoi 



prizes totaling JD l,6W ea 

. 125 00134 00224 09124 
00123 00114 00024 01124 


Tv KS3E 

88400 88411 88301 87409 


Twenty consolation prizes totefflng JD 900 i 

00692 00601 00791 0961 
00690 00681 00591 Oil 


Ticket numbers 

25854 50134 78069 CA+B) 

1 

Win JD 1/ 

Ticket numbers 

00238 23300 07384 (A+B) 

■Win JD J 

X 




TICKETS ENDING WITH 


t 

0803 (A+B) 

Win JD 400 each 

4855 (A+B) 

Win JD \ 

383 (A+B) 

Win JD 50 each 

98 (A+B) 

1 

Win JD| 

IMS ticket ending with 


4 (A+B) 



Win JH 


COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


90 covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 747 654 739 045 338 (A+B) 


Winners of the grand prizasin the ordinary tefua number 23 of Dec. 17, 1992 











- HanJ Tooaan * Kamel M DamounI 
AnoB*BnpiayM . 


A* Abu Muammar 
Atman Mei Llio 


... 

\ Next Drew' takes place « January 17, 1993 

First biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters 


d^ave water ... every, drop 5 couni 
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JORDAN MARKET PL A CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KANAKA SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




g CROWN 

g INT’JL EST. 1 
g Packing, shipping, 2 
■ forwarding, storage, I 
I clearing, door-to-door jjj 
I service § 

Air, Sea and Land 



UB com FOB entf 5EETOS 


YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN... 


☆ Kais D rye lean, 1 Hr. Service 
* Shoes repair * Engraving 

it Keys Service 

☆ Up hotel ry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Plzu 
Hut, phone $21656, Fax 
828163 





M fft 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12 .30-330 pm 

7.30-11 JO pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwards 3rd circle 


Teh 659519 659520 



STUDIO HAlfi 


L 1 Hd»w:SerWce-' 
r-peyeiop; ygqi colour fihn at 
tiat get:- - . . 

* JUMBO photo 


• Ftm \ m maimrgm- 
ment 20 * JR, 


Bank;, Phone:- 
Swefiehtefc* 823891 


4 RENT S- SALE 

■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further details, 
please call: 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0349 
Fax: 810520 
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MANDARIN RES 


Special China 
Stalled China 


\Opco JJ-jPO.-jg A 6.1 

Take away Is I 

Wadi Saqra 
near Philadelpfl 
| Tel. 661922, | 


Once Tested 
Atman* Lcved ; 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m., 

\ 6:30 'Midnight v 





The first 6 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaoal Amman near 
Ahfiyyah Gifts Seftoof 

TakamnqrbmibNa 

Open daily 1 2:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 038968 



TWoKrl 

ATi 8 ilC - 


& 30 pm- 1 .< 


% B * « Ff 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


ynwil auB fib. 

’ 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from alt great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

Prtp r td by otst 

Chbcxckb 

Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 

’Ueimjxnkts 

Jabai A1 Hussain 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
TeLSBTg 


Car-Rental 

Pick up-delivery 


8:00 - 24: 




Every great city In the world has its China 
Town and Ammarlsnow has its own. 


Where you can 
Chinese dii 


most exquisite 
’ d dinner. 


Oma 

Town 


Restaurant 



China 


at the 


Tel. 674295 or 6741 ifT ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.J 


IIAKOTEL 

drills 


Amman -Tel. 668193 -- 
P 0 Box 9403 ■ Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 





TEL 819! 


4 ' \ 
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PORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


champ to run in stock car jewel 

fE (AP) — Defending Indianapolis 500 champion A1 
Ql try for America's other big auto racing title the 
1. The 1990 Indycar Series champion will Drive a 
gorsports Chevrolet Lumina in the National Associa- 
[Car Auto Racing (NASCAR) Winston Cup Series 
cr at Daytona International Speedway in Feb. 14. 
t premier open wheel, single seat open cockpit series 
' States, while NASCAR is the primary circuit for 
automobiles. Dale Earnhardt, a five-time NAS- 
>n who has driven against Unser numerous times in 
)nal Race of Champions series — which both have 
[said, “little can drive any race car. If you give him 
bipment and some time to get the feel of the car, he'll 
9 front, no matter where he is." The only drivers who 
[h the Daytona 500 and the indianapoKs 500 are A J. 
rmula champion Mario Andretti. Andretti won the 
{ in 1967, the Indy 500 m 1969 and the World 
ip in 1978. 

js go back to Metrodome 

t (AP) — The Washington Redskins will be starting 
kyoffs where they finished last year's playoffs: Back 
tome. The defending Super Bowl champions play the 
Sitings in the first of four National League wildcard 
eekend. Kansas City is at San Diego while Houston 
£alo Sunday and Philadelphia is at New Orleans, 
will be seeking to recreate the sparkle of its 37-24 
[Buffalo in the 1992 Super Bowl. . 


Ion marathon weekend 
led with wheelchair race! 


p — Disabled 
fve countries with 
in but the will to 
fleered on by tens 
t Hanoi residents 
[•kilometre wheel- 
id off competition 
■ first marathon 
f crowd was very, 
kery supportive," 
Australian entry, 
Mia Minister for 
creation Graham 
lost his legs to a 
st when he was 
I Australian Army 
1970. 

Unnngern of Pat- 
fwas the easy win- 
jest with a time of 
(20 seconds, best- 
irs from Hong 


Kong, Vietnam, the Philippines 
and Australia. 

Prasopcfaok, a 20-year-old elec- 
tronics repairman who was born 
without ieg$, has been competing 
for six years. He said after the 
race that he hopes someday to 
beat the world record, whfch is 
about 21 minutes. 

The wheelchair race was the 
first of four scheduled events, 
which include . a 10- kilo metre 
“fund run” Saturday, and a 
marathon and half-marathon 
Sunday. The wheelchair race was 
the first international event of its 
kind held in Vietnam. 

The streets were not level, and 
the wheelchairs sent water and 
sewage spraying up from 
potholes, said Hopg Kong's 
Wong CM-Keung, 25. 
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TOMMY STRIKES AGAIN 


vulnerable. South 

tH 

3 

4 2 
4 3 
EAST 

487432 
7 V Void 
f O Q J 10 5 
1 <4 K Q 7 2 
In 
K6 

I87B2 
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North .Hast 
27 
5 7 


‘Queen of 4 
i Trump Coup Tom- 
l the dub was dra- 
in the chagrin of 
Suddenly it seemed 
Jroke normally, so 
ying as if possessed 
binning constantly. 
tour de force. 

“Is not a thing or 
pay's partners were 


quite happy to arrive in the right 
strain— something that could be a 
hit-or-miss affair with Tommy at 
the helm. Fortunately, North turned 
up with a double ton in one of the 
pointed suits, so after a spade lead it 
looked as if the slam might succeed. 
There was a certain diamond loser; 
but if the queen of trumps could be 
picked up, all would be welL 
Declarer won the long of spades, 
cashed the ace of chibs and ruffed a 
dub- When East discarded on a 

trump to the ace. Tommy seemed to 

grow in stature. Most declarers 
would quickly have conceded down 
one or two. but not oar hero. 

Another club ruff was followed by 
the ace of spades and a spade ruff. 
The last club was ruffed and the ace 
and lung of diamonds were cashed, 

reducing all hands to three cards. 

Tommy had the K J of trumps and a 
diamond, while West was down to 
three trumps. 

The hint of a triumphant smile 
crossed Tommy’s face aa he exited 
with a diamond. West was forced to 
ruff, and his heart return into Tom- 
my’s major tenace meant the de- 
fenders had been limited to only one 
trick- Amazing*. 


Australia defeats S. Africa in Hopman Cup 


PERTH (AP) — Nicole Pro vis and Wally Masur upset higher-ranked 
opponents Saturday and lifted Australia to victory over, sixth- 
seeded South Africa in the first round of the $490,000 Hopman Cup 
team tennis tournament at the Burswood Superdome. 

Provfts saved a match point in the final set tie-breaker to defeat 
Amanda Coetzer 6-7 (4-7), 7-5, 7-6 (8-6) in a two-hour 45-minute 
opening women’s singles. 

Masur then cruised past out-of-touch power-server Wayne Ferreira 
7-5, 6-3, in the men's singles, dropping serve only once in the match. 

Pro vis is ranked 47th in the world — 30 places behind Coetzer — 
but kept her nerve in a tight struggle marked by long baseline rallies 
and numerous unforced errors by both players. 

Masur returned serve effectively and was more consistent than 
Fer rei r a , despite being ranked. 38th in the world to the South 
African’s 11th. 

A disgruntled Ferreira was given a code of conduct warning late in 
the match after throwing his racket into the air. 

Maser's victory took him only one hour and 20 minutes. He 
volleyed impressively and constantly kept the pressure on his 
opponent. 

Unseeded Australia now will play the second-seeded Czech 
Republic team in the quarterfinals of tiro tournament, which features 
a unique format of men’s singles, women’s singles and mixed doubles 
matches. 

Top-seeded Germany, represented by Michael Stich and Steffi 
Graf, has a first-round bye and will meet the winner of the 
Ukraine-Austria contest in the quarterfinals. 

The second-seeded Czech Republic team of French Open runner- 
up Petr Korda Cup for Spain in 1990 and is seeded third ahead of the 
United States team of Malivai Washington and Mary Joe Fernandez. 

Switzerland, which will feature Claudio Mezzadri and Manuela 
Maleeva-Fragniere, is only the eighth seed despite winning the 1992 
Hopman Cup when it was represented by Jakob Hlasek and 
Maleeva-Fragniere. 

The Swiss combination feces unseeded. Japan later. 

Nine of the 12 competing teams are represented by their 
top-ranked male and female players. 

The tournament sponsored by Pepsi, is being played on synthetic 
rebound ace courts, offers a first prize of $1,05,000 and continues 
through Jan. 8. 

It is one of a series of lead-up events before the Australian Open, 
which is slated for Jan. 18-31 at the National Tennis Centre in 
Melbourne. 



horoscope 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JANUARY 3, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Con- 
tact an individual who is very much 
aware o£. your operation and 
understands bow to modernize 
your current activities. You have a 
strong desfre to accomplish a great 
deal and can do so. 

ARSES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Look at whatever your tasks hap- 
pen to be and get it in the pink of 

condition after which you can lis- 
■ ten to understand any pet grieves 
of feDow associates. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 201 
This is your morning to make sure 
that your do rfies and other acces- 
sories are in the right condition for 
the future and tonight avoid expen- 
sive pleasures. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think about what you can do at 
borne to have conditions in a better- 
shape there and then consider the 
wishes of your family and do what 
they like.' 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think about what you can 
do to be more exact in prasing of 
correspondence in the morning 
and later do nothing to upset any 
routine of an outside ally. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
find it imperative in the daytime to 
see you take special care in all 
money matters and later sidestep 
suggestions made by a supposedly 
money wizard. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to .September 
22) Don’t by to force your plan to 


get ahead quickly this morning and 
tonight it is necessary to be equally 
cautious in dealing with friends. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This Is your morning to get rid 
of whatever personal problem be- 
set you .while later you find it is 
necessary to help one having a 
difficult time. 

SCORPIO-. (October 23 to Novem- 
..ber 21) Think about what you can 
do to gain your personal wishes 
with less effort and tensions and 
then do something that will please 
a tense friend. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever you do in 
the world or outside activity at 
vocation requires more than usual 
common sense! then do nothing to 
disturb a higberup. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have new goals 
which require more than usual 
conscientiousness in furthering and 
later you find you make a misjudg- 
raent about a newcomer. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Show your ability at hand- 
ling whatever promises you have 
mule in a precise fashion before 
you take up discussions about hew 
obligations. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Think about the various rela- 
tionships that can be improved by a 
more understanding of the goals of 
others with whom you are associ- 
ated. 


Wayne Ferreira 


Jordan 

selected 

top sportsman 

by L’Equipe 

PARIS (AP) — Basketball star 
Michael Jordan of the Chicago 
Bolls was selected Saturday as the 
“champion of champions’’ for 
1992 by the French daily sports 
newspaper, L’Eqiiipe. 

In announcing the prize, 
awarded by a poll of L’Equipe 
writers, the paper acknowledged 
that a key to choosing Jordan was 
the dream team’s stunning suc- 
cess in foeSummer Olympics at 
Barcelona. 

“The presence of all the stars 
on the small screen daring the 
Games of Barcelona left traces in 
our memories,’' L’Equipe said. 
The paper also credited Jordan to 
leading foe Bulls to jk second 
consecutive NBA ttitle. • ~y.fi 

Jordan is one otfoe most rec- 
ognizable American athletes in 
France. He appears in commer- 
cials and advertisements, and his 
athletic exploits are well- 
documented on television. 

Carl Lewis, the 1991 L’Equipe 
winner, was second to Jordan in 
foe voting. 

Third went to Nigel Mansell of 
Britain, who dominated foe For- 
mula One racing circuit. He won 
nine races on his way to foe 
World Tide, then announced he 
was shifting to Indycars in 1993. 

Jordan’s victory marked foe 
third time in four years that L’E- 
quipe named an American as its 
top sportsman. Besides Lewis last 
year, Greg Lemond won in 1989 
after his fabulous comeback vic- 
tories is the Tour De France and 
world championship. 


Olympic-size anxiety as 
Atlanta looks to ’96 Games 


ATLANTA (AP) — Atlanta, 
that most over-achieving of cities, 
has come down with a serious 
case of high anxiety over its big- 
gest prize: The 1996 Olympics. 

Once giddy over being given 
the opportunity to cement its 
coveted status as an international 
metropolis, foe city now appears 
gripped with insecurity. 

“As a city, we are not ready to 
host an event of that magnitude," 
said Ruby Lemer, who runs a 
media arts centre in Atlanta and 
has been a critic of foe local 
Olympics leadership. 

“Atlanta is a very young city 
and its achievements, given its 
youth, are remarkable. But it’s 
like a kid who skips grades in 
school and doesn’t dev^Jop gll th^ 


video centre. 

The insecurity surfaced at the 
end of the successful Barcelona 
Games, when Atlanta accepted 
foe Olympic torch with foe intro- 
duction of foe 1996 mascot. What- 
izit. 

Whatizit, a computer- 
generated shapeless blue blob, 
was roundly criticised by media 
around foe world and was taken 
by some as an apt symbol of 
Atlanta’s perceived inadequacy. 
Atlanta, the conventional wis- 
dom went, will come off as a hick 
town pretending to be a worid- 
dass city. 

Back home, local headlines 
that screamed “it’s Atlanta" 
when the city was chosen as the 
host of the games have now. been 
replaced by sober entries such as 
foe recent “honeymoon is over.” 


Meanwhile, labour unions mar- 
ched through downtown Atlanta 
demanding participation in 
Olympic construction jobs, 
neighbourhood activists insisted 
community improvements must 
accompany the games and Mayor 
. Maynard Jackson felt compelled 
to call a summit meeting to assure 
' city leaders and interest groups 
that no one will be left out of foe 
planning for 1996. 

“The Barcelona experience 
was so good it raised questions in 
everybody's mind whether we can 
be that good," said public rela- 
tions executive Bob Cohn, a 
member Of foe Metropolitan 
Atlanta Olympic Games Author- 
ity, a government oversight 
; pane]. # ^ 

! « ‘‘&^^, w %.a n »e& J .bver 
} that. Toe media played a role in 
; Creating that 'anxiety at a time 
when these people (Olympic 
planners) were trying to assess 
what they saw in Barcelona," said 
Cohn, chairman of Atlanta-based 
. Cohn and Wolfe. 

While he declined to share his 
opinion of Whatizit, Cohn ack- 
< now! edged that foe choice sur- 
prised a lot of people who 
thought a mascot would better 
reflect Atlanta’s personality. 

“People looked at that and 
raid, *we didn’t expect that,”’ he 
said. 

Whatizit, though popular with 
iwragstes, continues to be a 
target of Olympic critics. 

Colin Campbell, a columnist 
for the Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution, recently received 
more than 3,000 responses from 
readers to his poll on foe Atlanta 


Olympics. When asked to de^ 
scribe their feelings about What-N 
izat, the vast majority of 300 
randomly selected respondents 
chose “hated it" over “loved it” 
or "don’t really care." 

Asked if they feel “confident” 
foe 1996 Olympics will come off 
well and Atlanta will be better off 
for it, -Campbell ' said 240 of 300 
answered “no.” 

• “This is upsetting. This is 
alarming," Campbell said. 

Lerner and others feet that 
Altanta officials, desperate to 
make a good impression in foe 
wake of Whatizit, mayovercom- 
pensate and bury foe area's uni- 
que cultural mainstays, tech as folk 
Artist Howard Finster or foe 
varsity drive-in. “It’s -foe quirky, 
xfojggs^fo^ofibeat-foingsi- that . 
give a dty qtpchmraeter;” she said J 

Some' stfyTFptoriod of anxiety is 
normal for a erty preparing such a 
mammoth 'event and on foe verge 
of unprecedented world atten- 
tion. They note it’s still four years 
until 1996. 

Ty Stroll, who beaded foe Los 
Angeles Tourist Bureau when the. 
California city hosted the Olym- 
pics, said officials in laid-back 
L.A. had worries of a different 
nature than Atlanta’s as the 1984 
Games approached. 

“There was a certain degree of 
feeling that maybe foe city wasn’t 
caught up in foe feet the Olym- 
pics were coming,” recalled 
Stroh, now a convention bureau 
official in Columbus, Ohio. 

“They (residents) weren’t ex- 
cited. It was typical Los Angeles 
feeling that they’ll worry about it 
tomorrow," Stroh said. 
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'Dogs act eager and enthusiastic! If 
I treat you like a dog maybe 
you 1 !! act that way, too!"- 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one ietterto each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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WHAT YOU 
GENERALLY HAVE TO 
PAY FOK "HOT" 

mbkchahpi&e. 


MANOSH 





Now arrange the dreted letters to 
loan the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

.nnrxxxm 


Print answer here: 

i-» fn ifn 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jwnbto8: M0GUL 870,0 800,05 COOPER 

Answer; -What kids are usualy told to do when they sit 
‘down— SIT UP 


Andy Capp 



AS WELL AS 
CAN BE 
EXPECTED, 
JACK. 


I KNOW WHAT 

y V»OUMS4N..; 



Mutt'n’Jeff 



THE Daily Crossword by Isaac MBier 


ACROSS 
1 Handy 
5 Jibe 

10 Beattos’ flbn 

14 Wheel 
connector 

15 Affaire of honor 
18 Muffin enhancer 

17 Row 

18 Factories 

19 Sly ary 

20 Agee and ages 
22 Decadent 

24 Jot 

ZSPatefte sfle 

28 Complains 

29 Say again 1 
34 Axis foe 

36 SMrt feature 

37 Depressed 

38 Dialing powder 

39 Trattoria 
soecialtv 

. 41 TrtgftScHon 

42 Somme season 

43 Soccer groat 

44 Cavalryman 

48 RkQculous 

49 Fertile aoi 

50 Perry's 
progenitor 

51 Bose or Batten 
53 Angel 

56 Fairbanks foBo 
60 TVer 
6T Ochnotwofl 

63 Black, In poesy 

64 Woody’* 
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10 
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12 
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M NgMs 


tl NobeSst Wlesel 

13 Jab 
21 Muzzle 
23 People movers 

25 Highlands garb 

26 Maine ooBebe 

27 Gladden 
2a8ummor 


65 Roaveywor* 

66 Jay of TV 

67 Horse of a 
(afferent color 

66 Campus taunts 
69 Worry 

DOWN 

1 Appointment 

2 Stage fraction 

3 Run away 

4 Super-duper 

5 Let In or let on 

6 LutaUn 

7 Depend (on} 

8 Bunding wring 

9 Necessary 
10 Dane* pro 


Yazterday’s Panto Sohrad: 


30 Curves 

31 Wonderland 
visitor 

32 Colon 

33 Pitchers . 

M Pj — — -l fca 

-Tn ragrumLii 

40 Out of the wind 

41 Swims 
underwater 

43 Llama lend 
45 Word of woe 

47 Sunday toft 

48 Bid tamper 
52 No«emen 

63 Scorch 56 Pan of TAG 

54 Protagonist' " ■ 57 Assist* felon 

55 Actreas Raines 58 No pen 
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62 Sombre . 
mom 
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Iran plans to join GATT 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran,, pressing 
an with a drive to join the main- 
.strcam of the worfd economy, 
jdans to become a member of 
GATT, the main legislative and 
negotiating framework for inter- 
national trade. 

. SSrous Nasseri, ambassador to 
vthe United Natron's European 
l office in Geneva, expressed 
; {nap's interest in joining GATT in 
a meeting with its Director- 
General Arthur Dunkel, the Ira- 
r man dews agency IRNA has said 
quoting Tehran press reports. 


“Nasseri called for GATT's 
cooperation to accelerate Iran's 
joining the agreement,** it said. 

Mr. Dunkel said the Geneva- 
based General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) would 
help Iran’s membership bid by 
sending experts and holding senri- 
nais to inform Iranian organisa- 
tion about GATT regulations. 

Mr. Nasseri pointed to Iranian 
measures to “change tariffs, step 
up non-oil exports and create free 
trade and economic zones with 
other countries" as part of its new 
economic policies. 
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Russia 

creates 

foreign 

investment 

agency 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia has 
created a foreign investment 
agency under Deputy Prime 
Minister Alexander Shokhin to 
attract more Western capital as it 
implements free-market reforms, 
government officials were quoted 
as saying. 

Kirill Ivanov, deputy head of 
the new Russian Agency for In- 
ternational Cooperation and De- 
velopment (Ramsir), told Izvestia 
newspaper the agency would 
coordinate investment policy be- 
tween various government minis- 
.tries. 

- “Until now each of our minis- 
tries has had its own investment 
policy. Such a situation is in- 
admissible. Therefore the main 
task of Ramsir is to take the lead 
in making sure this policy is uni- 
fied,” Mr. Ivanov said. 

The agency would ran apolitic- 
al risk insurance fond, a project 
finance centre and a technical 
cooperation agency, Izvestia 
quoted him as saying. 


Turkmens 
get free 
gas, power 
and water 

MOSCOW (R) — Consumers in 
tiro gas-rich former Soviet repob- 
fc of Turkroemstaa are to receive 
supplies of gas, electricity and 
water free of charge from tiro new 
year. Commonwealth Television 
said. 

The television, in a report Fri- 
day night, said Ttnkmeaistan’s 
President Saparmnrad Nlyazov 
had taken the decision despite 
widespread opposition in the 
underdeveloped bat resource- 
rich republic bordering Iran. . 

“The president said no one 
would ever make him change bis 
mind,” a television commentator 


“Such an approach to social 
issues increases people’s incomes 
in real terms instead of giving 
them bank notes that depredate 
with the speed of light,” be said. 

Television said he had dedded 
that the Central Asian state could 
afford to give to its own people 
one billion of the 80 billion cubic 
metre* of gas extracted annually 
from the Kara-Kum Desert. 

Despite being one of the 
poorest of the former IS Soviet 
republics^ Turkmenistan is also 
self-sufficient in electricity. 
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73 

0.730 

0.730 

0.720 

JOBOU PRESS poamnxxoK / ALEX' I 

371,110 

10.000. 

10.030 

10.030 

U1U.3JUI EUX ft COMMODORE HRELft 

218,076 

2.720- 

2.770 

2.800 

real non XMVERwm 

77.485 

1,800 

1.840 

1.850 

RUM ML PORXYOLXO SBCnUTXES 

272,064 

4.280 

4.350 

4.490 

wonug EgOT. -tgbxftn- 9 MLnrzxmkj 

44.630 

1.320 

1.390 

1*390 

WB IDBBPHXEEftft BOO220SRX8 1XMXBC 

913 

1.160 

1 220 

1.320 

johdu colt mix. man uwmnoft 

114,865 

0.890 

0.900 

0.930 

JOUUI naMXIBM maun p—m 

32,831 

1.810 

1.580 

1.590 

A9RDM PRESS ft PHDLX4B»C /U-OOSTOOR 

136,820 

6.500 

6.520 

4.500 

ABU Pina OOStEBXZBB I TM0X30 

104,142 

2.180 

2.240 

2.160 

JOHDUJ nxniy 

791 

2.580 

2.640 

2.410 

aru Mammal XRootncr 

311,310 

11.800 

12.000 

12.100 

mu wuHMBnat mwBeanaB 

177,730 

7.300 

7.420 

7.530 

BU nummL rnuiiiuf^ £ 

166.410 

6.400 

6.550 

4.650 

ARU CMHUCM. IREEKR0XIIX9 XHUUSIIUXS 

IM, 96* 

24.000 

24.100 

24.600 

RAXZOBIAL flXKEL IRDOSCm 

330.968 

8.980 

6.050 E702O 

DM AL un DKVEUWIMIT ft n—llMf 

332,592 

13.. 000 

11.200 

11.5*0 

XMraRHBSZAXX PEXHO-CHMCAL IRDOSTBIU 

113,188 

3.920 

3.980 

4.050 

™* JOBDAtf 00*3-1*0 MILLS 

22,793 

11.000 

11.250 

11. .50 

30RPM CEKMOC XSDOSTKXES 

92,396 

6.250 

6.500 

6 .SG0 

JOMMR CLASS DBOmm 

37,910 

0.790 

0.810 

0.830 

JUHDU PAPER ft CAM) BOARD mCHBXEC 

319,666 

4.440 

4.250 

4.660 

THE 008IIAH PIPES MAaoIACZWtXMO 

6,748 

3.380 

3.300 

3.390 

jcudu nmn 

476 

6.50D 

6.350 

6.350 

axu Unix pok nua. & 

120,420 

4.340 

4.400 

4.370 

KATZQOAZ. HBHIBTIBES 

18,114 

0.950 

0.940 

1.000 

DRX7ARBAL emmar. XHDDSZIIXES — 

24,728 

14.000 

11.950 

14.150. . 

ALADIDZR XMDDSXBIB* 

1,743 

4.300 

4.350 

4.410 

BKPZA IWWSTBlBa 

9,900 

3.620 

3.650 

3.660 

WOOL3H mnSZRXEE 

56,968 

2.640 

2.850 

2.970 

JOBDM XBD03ZRXBS ft KMC8/4XH00 

280.698 

1.510 

1.590 

1.590 

XPIORIIKI ft MEAVIM 

90,19* 

3.250 

3.310 

3-320 

ARMOR* CCBST. MAXUUAL HARDnczlIltZRO 

96 

1.520 

1.600 

1.600 

nrunou. cable & un mumenuiK 

205,261 

7.800 

8-100 

8.190 

JOtftMR SOLPao-CBEUICAU 

76,696 

4.960 

5.070 

5.000 

THE JOROAR CJlPaff PAC30RXE3 

287,007 

1.740 

1.730 

1.790 

JOBIUlf BOCEHOOL XaXKtBXXS 

161,393 

2.770 

. 2-B30 

2.91c 

ARBOR PBBBUT CCMKBBH XRDOsna 

365,970 

0.710- 

0.750 

0.750 

nnVKBSAL HODKRH IMDURRZES 

357,621 

5.B20 

5.930 

5-910 

ABM UVKRH8MT ft XRMKATXOHAL TRADE 

330,319 

3.160 

3.160 

3.250 

LXffKSTOK ft POOLXSX 

11,690 

1.210 

1.230 

1.233 

20RBM MEDICAL CORPORAXZQR 

2.338 

0.450 

0.430 

0.470 

JQBDAR KUWAIT CO. 703 ACBI. ft rOOO PHOD. 

269, G2J 

1.940 

1.970 


JOBDM PETROLEUM Brum 

5,066 

9.400 

9.500. 

9.400 

tee niB ratuu 

1.138 

22.050 

23-150 

23.150 

BBASD TOTAL 

8,032,662 
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SO. or TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MAHEEt 
ntADIRO VOLUME HI Tim PARALLEL karset 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 




Cinema 


Tel: 634144 




— 

LAMBADA “2” 


* BLACK RAIN 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 830. 10:30 p.m. - - 

Shows 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, I(k30 p.m. 


.Thu.+Fri. special show for children at 

Next Show 


- 11:00 a.m. . 

L ; Body Guard J 


L : The Fox And The Hound J 


Tel: 675571 

MUbB Al Mashini Theatre 




World Order” 

Play will reappear in a new presentation on 
Jan. 25. 1993 fallowing the theatre s holiday 
Happy New Year 



/ 


“ . Tel: 625155\ 

AHLAN THEATRE 


A play: entitled 


Presents 




“Welcome New World Order** 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. in addition to two 
additional performances Tuesday and 
Wednesday Dec. 29-30/1992, 




Egyptian premier says 1992 
was a good year for economy 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has done 
well economically in 1992 by cut- 
ting its debts drastically and 
boosing revenues by 13 per cent. 
Prime Minister Atef Sedki said. 

In his year-end statement, be 
said Egypt has cut its debts from 
27 countries by 50 per cent and 
managed to scrap military debts 
to the United States and Gulf 
states after it took part in the 
1991 U.S.-led alliance against 
Iraq. 

Mr. Sedki did not give a figure 
for the military debts but official 
sources said they totalled about 
$14 trillion. 

“In general our revenues, 
transfers by expatriates and offi- 
cial transfers in 1991/1992 
reached $19 biDion against $16.8 
billion the previous fiscal year” 
that ends on June 30, he told 
parliament. 

He said the rise — from an 
unprecedented flood of tourists, 
transit tolls from the Suez Canal, 
transfers from expatriates and im- 1 
port tariffs — generated a surplus 
of $5 billion in 1991-1992 com- 
pared with $1.4 billion in tiro 
previous year. 

“As a result, the central bank’s 
foreign currency reserves rose 
from $6.3 bDlion at the end of 
March 1991 to $10.5 billion at the 
end of June 1992 with an increase 
of $4.2 billion or 66.7 per cent,” 



Atef Sedki 

Mr. Sedki said. 

He said an economic reform 
programme, applied with the 
help of the International Monet- 
ary Fond (IMF), has “decreased 
the deficit in the state budget to 
7.1 per cent of the gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 1991-1992 
against 24.7 per cent in 1987- 
1988.” 

He forecast the deficit to drop 
to four per cent in 1992-95 
through an expected increase in 
revenues following measures to 
cut expenditures and boost pro- 
ductivity. 

To combat inflation, the gov- 
ernment has cut the state budget 


deficit by financing it with real 
savings and by imposing credit 
ceilings on public ami private 
enterprises. 

These measures have slashed 
inflation from 20.7 per cent at the 
■end of June 1991 to only 9.7 per 
cent in June 1992, he said. 

The value of imports- also 
shrank from $11.4 billion in 1990/ 
1991 to $103 billion in 1991/1992 
due to rising domestic production 
of some commodities which were 
imported from abroad. 

He said the liberalisation of 
Egypt's socialist economy which 
began in 1991 gave the banking 
sector a big boost. Egypt's four 
state-owned banks — National 
Bank of Egypt, Alexandria Bank, 
Cairo Bank, and Misr Bank — 
_ have increased their capital by 2.9 
' billion pounds $70.9 million. 

Other banks have also boosted 
their capital due to competition in 
the free market and good busi- 
ness in 1992. 

Mr. Sedki said banks capital 
will continue growing until they 
reach the international standards. 

Reforms in the banking system 
resulted in a big increase in sav- 
ings to 110 billion Egyptian 
pounds — 57.3 per cent in local 
currency and the rest in foreign 
currency in June 1992 from 93 


trillion in 1991 of which 42.8 per 
cent were in local currency and 
57.2 per cent in foreign curren- 
cies, he said. 

He said the government was 
trying to cut high rales of unem- 
ployment through next projects 
in which an estimated 154 bUiibn 
pounds ($46.25 trillion) will be 
invested over the next five years. 
He expected these projects to 
create jobs for 2.5 million people. 

Mr. Sedki did not give a figure 
on unemployment, which he de- 
scribed as “one of the most 
dangerous problems that threaten 
the stability and cohesion of the 
Egyptian society.” 

Egypt’s GDP grew by a real 
five per cent in the past 10 years 
during which a total of 175 billion 
pounds was invested with the 
industrial, energy, agriculture 
and transport sectors taking the 
lion's share. 

Mr. Sedki said Egypts oil re- 
serves swelled nearly 19 per cent 
to 6.3 billion barrels in 1991/1992 
from 53 barrels, in 1986/1987 
thanks to 88 ofl discoveries made 
since then. 

As part of measures to prolong 
the life of these reserves, the 
government has switched to natu- 
ral gas, whose consumption rose 
to 26 per cent from 19 per cent in 
1966/1987. 


Tax reform 
may help 
Turkey 
narrow . 
deficit 

ANKARA (R) — A new tax 
reform proposal may help Turkey 
reduce large public deficits, the 
leading cause of chronic inflation, 
the Parisrbased Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) said. 

“New tax reform proposals, if 
approved by parliament, would 
raise tax revenues signflaandy in 
1993 and help contain public sec- 
tor deficits,” the OECD said in 
its latest Economic Outlook. 

The reform package, which will 
reduce tax exemption rates and 
widen the. taxation base, is ex- 
pected to come before parliament 
m foe coining weeks, Turkish 
officials say. 

The 24-nation OECD said it 
projected greater restraint on 
public spending and “less mone- 
tisation of public deficits is also 
assumed, which should help low- 
er inflation in 1993 and 1994." 

“Inflation could decelerate, 
but only to a little below 60 per 
cent by 1994,” the OECD said. 

It predicted consumer price in- 
flation would be 66 per cent this 
year, slightly down from 68.6 per 
cent annually last October. 

It forecast a 4.5 percent rise in 
gross national product (GNP) in 
1993 after an expected 53 per 
cent jump last year. 

Exports, likely to be supported 
by a recent effective depreciation 
of the Turkish lira and recovery 
in GNP, were ex p ec t ed rise 5.6 
per cent in 1993, slower than a 
projected import growth rate of 
6.1 per cent. 

'-With a normalisation of net 
invisible revenues after the en- 
ding of Gutf -crisis-related grants, 
the current external account may 
remain in. deficit by around 1.5 
par cent of GNP,” the OECD 
said. 


OECD says Italian growth 
could quicken by. next year 


ROME (R) — Italy’s straggling 
economy could start growing fas- 
ter by 1994 but correcting the 
country's bad financial habits 
would take much longer, the- 
OECD has said. 

In its latest outlook, the Paris- 
based Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) said 1993 growth would 
be slow, dragged down by gov- 
ernment belt-tightening mea- 
sures. 

These were introduced in a 
1993 budget which Prime Minis- 
ter Giutiano Amato said was in- 
tended to “pull Italy back from 
the brink” by saving 93 trillion 
lire ($88 billion) this year. 

. Years of profligate spending, 
especially on welfare program- 
mes, have* left. Italy - with- tiro 
biggest budget deficit - among 
European Community (EC) 
states and Mr. Amato’s cuts would 
merely stop it from rising. 

The OECD saw some advan- 
tage in the slowdown, predicting 
it would at least limit inflationary 
effects of the lira’s decline in 1992 
and help put the economy on a 


sustainable growth path. 

Die lira was devalued seven 
per cent in September and was 
soon afterwards forced out of tiro 
EC exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM) as markets took fright at 
tiro size of the budget deficit. 

The Italian currency is now 
about 16 per cent down in value 
against the marie from its mid- 
year levels. 

The OECD said Italy’s primary 
budget balance — which strips 
out debt repayments — should 
swing back into surplus this year, 
reflecting the cuts and higher 
taxes in the 1993 budget. 

“Restoration of tiro credibility 
of fiscal policy is a prerequisite' 
for tiro lira to rejoin the ERM," it 
said. 

■ Tbe-OECD expected growth in 
gross domestic product (GDP) at 
1.2 per cent lak year, foiling to 
0.8 per cent in 1993 but rising to 
1.7 per cent in 1994, with a 
pickup in depressed industrial 
output in 1994. 

Italian government forecasts 
change frequently but in October 
the Bank of Italy estimated GDP 


growth for this year at 1.5 per 
cent, up from last year’s esti- 
mated 13 per cent, with further 
growth in 1994. 

Within GDP, the OECD said 
net exports, which have benefited 
from the lira fall, «i^ 

economic growth in 1993 and 
1994. But rising interest pay- 
ments will keep the current 
account of the balance of pay? 
meats in large deficit 

The main forces shaping recov- 
ery in Italy indude the higher 
exports, gams in gross fixed capit : 
al formation and a pic ku p in 
private consumption as the 
effects of the currency depreefo* 
tion on real income growth wear 
off, it said. 

Italian unions staged a series 
of strikes over higher taxes and 
benefit cuts in the budget while 
militants are pressing for the res- 
toration of the inflationary “scala 
mobile” wage-indexation system, 
scrapped in July. 

Higher wage claims ocruki be- 
come pressing if the lira devahia- 
.tion is allowed to boost inflation, 
tiro OECD cautioned. 


Accounting change slashes 
China’s foreign exchange reserves 


PEKING (R) — China has 
adopted a new method for calcu- 
lating foreign exchange reserves, 
slashing the official tally to $23.2 
billion from over $40 billion by 
sobstradmg ; : holdings in one state 
bank, an' 'official newspaper has 
said. 

The Financial News, a news-, 
paper supervised by the central 
People’s Bank of China, said the 
new accounting method would 
bring China into line with other 
major countries in calculating 
foreign exchange reserves. 


New OLYMPUS IS-1000 CAMERA 
FOR ONLY JD 800 

PLS. CALL: 617592. AFTER 6 p.m. HAZEM 


The new method does not in- 
dude holdings m the Bank of 
China, Peking’s state-operated 
bank for foreign exchange busi- 
ness, because these “cannot be 
used at will by the state," the 
Financial News said. 

“The old system of calculating 
foreign exchange did not conform 
to reality and was not good for 
making comparisons,” tiro official 
newspaper said. 

Peking’s pile of foreign ex- 
change reserves has grown fast as 
the country’s export-led econo- 
mic boom gathers pace. 

China has also been trying to 
rejig an array of trade laws, 
accounting practices and tariff 
rates as part of its campaign to 
regain admittance into the 


Tariffs 


General Agreement on 
and Trade (GATT). 

China's total foreign 

reserves this year had previously 
been set at about $42 bflfioo, a 
jump of 47 per cent over S2&6 
billion in 1990. 

The Financial News said that, 
under the new' calculations, Chi- 
na’s foreign exchange reserves 
were much lower and actually 
slipped between August and 
September. 

In September, Peking had 
$23.2 billion in foreign exchange 
reserves against about $243 bil- 
lion in August. The Finan cial 
News said China also had 12.7 
million ounces of gold. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, one sitting room, dining room, living 
room, three bathrooms, telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani. 


Call tel. 666880 | 

• 


^TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VELLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS , WITH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE 


Please 

/ JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 

Call/ 

Tel: 82 9882/ 829883 


HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 
AQABA RAILWAY CORPORATION 

Invitation for submission of prequalification date for the: 
connection of Shidiya Mine to ARC railway line. 

CORRECTION 

Closing date in our previous announcement should read : 
16 January 1993 and not 16 June 1993. 

M. KrKshan 
D.G. 
A.R.C. 


Super Deluxe Semi Villa 
For Rent Unfurnished 

3 bedrooms (one master), 2 living rooms, one dining, 
large open space, 3 bathrooms and 3 balconies. 
Space 300 sq. metres. 

Independent central heating, electricity & water. 2 tele- 
phone lines available. 

Shmeisani off Darotel. 

For details call td: 605480 


For a trading and industrial company an experienced 

office female secretary with the following qualifications: 

☆ Diploma in secretariat or equivalent with minimum of 
three years of experience. 

ft Commands English language and typing Arabic and 
English. 

☆ Experience in translation and commercial correspond- 
ence. 

ft Experience in using office equipment especially com- 
puter. 

Those interested should send their C.V. to: 

P.O. Box 961575 

Sport City — Amman — Jordan 

☆ Latest 15-1-1993 ft Salary accordance to experience 
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ediators propose splitting 
>snia in Geneva 


GENEVA (AP) — International 
'mediators Cyrus Vance and 
Lord Owen Saturday proposed 
splitting Bosnia into two auton- 
omous provinces as a way of 
ending the ethnic conflict. 

Mr. Vance told leaders of the 
three warring factions gathered 
for their first face-to-face talks 
that the meeting was the “best 
chance for peace." 

“The process we are starting 
today can make the difference 
between peace and war; between 
life and death for thousands of 
people." he told the political and 
military chiefs of die Bosnian 
government, Bosnian Croats and 
Rebel Serbs. 

The compromise map pre- 
sented to the meeting by Mr. 
Vance and European commented 
(EC) envoy Lord Owen set out 10 
provinces, based on ethnic, geog- 
raphical, economic and historical 
factors. 

Some of the areas were ethni- 
cally mixed. Under the proposals, 
Serbs would have to give up 
control of some of the areas they 
have seized in the nine-month 
conflict. 

The proposals provide for Bos- 
nia to be decentralised with 
“most governmental functions 
carried out by its provinces." 
Foreign policy will be the respon- 
sibility of the central government. 
There was no detail on defence 
policy. 

In a speech explaining the con- 
stitutional proposals. Lord Owen 
said all the provinces except 
Sarajevo should have separate, 
elected legislatures. 

He said there should be equal 
.representation of all three ethnic 
groups in Sarajevo to underline 
its position as an “open city." 

He said the Bosnian Serbs, 
who have seized 70 per cent of 
the republic, might have to with- 
draw from areas, includ'ug the 
strategic town of Bosanski Brod, 
on the border with Croatia. The 
town was captured last fall after a 
battle with Croat forces. 

The proposals also provide for 
a single province grouping towns 
like Tuda. Foca and Srebrenice 
that are the scene of heavy battles 
between Muslims and Serbs. 

“We have- to choose between 


conflicting claims and we cannot 
stress enough how vital it is that 
everyone accepts that there can- 
not be agreement without com- 
promise, sometimes painful com- 
promise." Lord Owen said. 

The conference, scheduled to 
last for up to four days, is widely 
regarded as the last chance for a 
peaceful settlement before the 
U.N Security Council resorts to 
military intervention by enforcing 
its “no-fly” ban against the Bos- 
nian Serbs. 

Serb leader Karadzic described 
the Vance -Owen compromise as 
“acceptable as a basis for starting 
the negotiation.” However he re- 
peated demands that the Serbs 
must have their own state. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tad j man said the proposals were 
acceptable. 

Mr. Tudjman and Yugoslav 
President Dobrica Cosic were in- 
vited in recognition of the influ- 
ence Serb-led Yugoslavia and 
Croatia have over the respective 
factions in Bosnia. 

Bosnian President Altja faetbe- 
govic said in a New Year’s mes- 
sage that his government would 
not accept a peace deal forced 
upon them. 

“We have just one solution 
left: Continue the combat, pre- 
serve what is liberated, liberate 
what is stolen and punish the 
criminals,” he told Sarajevo 
Radio. 

The Serbs have seized over 70 
per cent of Bosnian territory in 
the conflict, which has left more 
than 17,000 dead and tens of 
thousands missing. 

The drive to create ethnically 
separate areas has forced more 
than one million people out of 
their homes. Serbs have attracted 
most blame for the so-called 
ethnic cleansing. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali has termed the confer- 
ence as a last chance for the peace 
process. 

Pressure is growing for the 
U.N. Security Council to enforce 
its “no fly" zone against the 
Serbs. There have been an esti- 
mated 300 military flights since 
the ban went into force at the end 
of last October. 

The . Muslim-led government 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


FBI said investigating Perot allegations 

DALLAS (R) — The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in 
Dallas is probing allegations against workers for billionaire Ross 
Perot’s unsuccessful campaign for the U.S. presidency, the Dallas 
Morning News reported Friday. The newspaper said the allega- 
tions were that workers conducted background checks on 
campaign volunteers by breaking into computer systems of 
companies that issue credit reports. The report quoted former 
Perot state campaign coordinators and officials at an Atlanta 
credit reporting company as saying that stolen security codes were 
used to obtain credit files of campaign workers. Two former 
campaign workers told the newspaper that they had been 
contacted by the FBI and asked to provide more .’information 
about the allegations. The Secret Service and Federal Trade 
Commission also are investigating the allegations, the workers 
told the paper. 

Nearly 17 million Chinese hit by drought 

PEKING (R) — Nearly 17 million people in China are suffering 
from an acute shortage of water because of months of drought, 
the official China Daily said Saturday. The low rainfall in south 
and central China had hit the main part of China's winter wheat 
growing area, the newspaper said. Some 5.8 million hectares of 
farmland and 16 million domestic animals have been affected. 
One of the worst hit provinces has been Hunan, which has had the 
lowest rainfall recorded in more than four decades. About 
330,000 hectares of crops have withered and died in the province, 
which has reduced its winter wheat growing target. The newspap- 
er did not say what the new target was. 

Japan executives see Clinton tougher on trade 

TOKYO tR) — A majority of top Japanese business executives 
fear U.S. President-elect Bill Clinton's administration will exert 
pressure to open Japan’s markets wider to American goods, a poll 
released Saturday said. A survey of 100 business leaders 
conducted by the Kyodo News Agency showed about 60 per cent 
worried Mr. Clinton would adopt tougher trade policies against 
Japan, including revival of the retaliatory “Super 301” authority 
and higher taxes on foreign companies. Super 301, which expired 
two years ago, allowed Washington to impose tariffs of up to 100 
per cent on exports of a country that refused to open its markets 
to American goods. In July the U.S. House of Representatives 
passed a bill, now .before the Senate, to renew Super 301 for five 
years. Japan’s trade surplus with the United States rose to S43.44 
billion in calendar 1991 from S41.87 billion in 1990. Economists 
say it is likely to hit S45 billion in 1992. Conventional Japanese 
wisdom holds that Democrats are tougher on trade than Republi- 
cans. but many Japanese hope Mr. Clinton will be an exception. 

Former astronaut must pay $240,000 in fraud case 

PRESCOTT, Arizona (AP) — A former astronaut who walked 
on the moon must pay more than S240.000 for defrauding nine 
investors in a partnership he organised, a judge has ruled. David 
R. Scott, 59, of suburban Los Angeles, raised about $2 million 
from some 35 investors in 1980 for a programme to develop 
technology to prevent mechanical breakdowns that could cause' 
aircraft crashes. But the partnership foiled to develop any such 
products and the money eventually “found its way into his 
pocket," said Jon A. Ulus, a Scottsdale lawyer whose firm 
represented the nine investors in a civil lawsuit. Mr. Scott, a West 
Point graduate and former air force test pilot, flew on the Gemini 
8 and Apollo 9 flights before commanding the Apollo 15 moon 
landing in 1971. He left the space programme in 1977 ,to go into 
business. 

3 die In gunfight in Mexican state 

MEXICO CITY (R) — Three people were killed and 13 others 
injured Friday in a gunfight that erupted during the inauguration 
of a new municipal government in the western state of 
Michoacan, the government news agency Notimex said. The 
shooting, which lasted 10 minutes, flared when members of the 
opposition Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD) tried to stop 
elected officials from the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI) fro m taki ng power in the town of Yurecuaro, state officials 
told the agency. Some of the injured were hurt in the ensuing 
panic as people attending the inaugural ceremony tried to flee the 
scene. 


potentially stands to benefit from 
international intervention. It also 
hopes that Islamic nations, frus- 
trated by what they see as inter* 
national inactivity, will break the 
arms embargo and resume 
weapon sales to Bosnia. 

Government troops are re- 
portedly massed on a strategic 
mountain overlooking Sarajevo 
and may be planning an offensive 
to break the Serb stranglehold 
over the shattered capital. 

Sarajevo has been without 
electricity and running water for 
three weeks, and U.N. officials 
say a natural gas pipeline has 
been cut off. Many houses have 
had walls or windows blown in. 
Renter adds: In Sarajevo sporadic 
small arms, machinegun and mor- 
tar fire could be heard overnight, 
but there was no sign of the 
Muslim offensive the Bosnian 
capital has been expecting for 
days. 

United Nations officials say np 
to 10,000 Muslim fighters are 
massed on the heights overlook- 
ing Sarajevo. 

The Bosnian Serb army re- 
ported that Muslim fighters had 
threatened to destroy a dam in 
eastern Bosnia, releasing toxic 
waste into the river sase that 
could cause an ecological disas- 
ter. 

The dam is in the Bratnnac 
district bordering Serbia, an area 
that has seen heavy fighting on 
and off for months between Serbs 
and Muslims. 

Spokesmen for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) denied reports that 
some staff had been pulled out of 
the capital or that the airlift of 
relief supplies had been sus- 
pended. 

They said two UNHCR flights 
were cancelled Friday because of 
fears that the fighting might 
spread but planes were arriving 
regularly Saturday. 

Elsewhere in Bosnia, the gov- 
ernment army press centre re- 
ported that fighting had died, 
since Friday but foe town of 
Gradacac in the north was attack- 
ed by Serb infantry supported by 
artillery and fierce shelling of 
civilian targets. 


Khmer Rouge 
deny attacking 
U.N. force 4 

BANGKOK (R) — The Khmer 
Rouge Saturday denied launching 
an artillery barrage on United 
Nations peacekeepers in north- 
west Cambodia. 

Foreign media reports of the 
Khmer Rouge shelling of a village 
at Svay Leu in Siem reap pro- 
vince on Thursday were “deliber- 
ately slanderous and ill- 
intentioned propaganda,” a rebel 
spokesman said, according to the 
Khmer Rouge radio. 

But a spokesman for the U.N. 
Transitional Authority in' Cambo- 
dia (UNTAC) said the Khmer 
Rouge attack was intentional. It 
forced the evacuation of 45 U.N. 
personnel from the village after a 
ceasefire negotiation with the 
radical Cambodian faction. 

The day-long attack, described 
as “deliberate shelling of military 
and electoral people,” was con- 
nected with U.N. attempts to 
register voters for the May 
national elections, he said. 

The Khmer Rouge spokesman, 
however, repeated charges by the 
faction that Vietnamese troops 
still remained in Cambodia and 
that UNTAC was collaborating 
with them. 

“Any incident caused by the 
Vietnamese and their puppets is 
blamed on democratic Kam- 
puchea (Khmer Rouge)." he said 
in the radio statement. 

Thai troops manned check- 
points on the border with Khmer 
Rouge-held Cambodia on Friday 
to shut down trade in fine with 
U.N. sanctions slapped on the 
guerrillas after they reneged on 
an accord to end the country’s 
civil war. 



A Kenyan stands guard outside a wtecorating room (AFP pte§®) 

Kenyan political crisis deepens 
after polls give Moi victory 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya's poli- 
tical crisis has deepened after 
President Daniel Arap Moi indi- 
cated that he would crack down 
oh opposition parties if they car- 
ried out their threat to reject the 
results of this week's elections. 

“I have restrained myself de- 
spite abuse for the last 12 months. 
This will now cease," Mr. Moi 
told Reuters television in an in- 
terview Friday. 

Three opposition parties, Ford- 
Kenya, Ford-Asili and the Demo- 
cratic Party (DP) of Kenya, ear- 
lier raised the political tempera- 
ture by saying they would not 
accept the results of the first 
multi-party polls in 26 years. 

The three parties collectively 
polled more votes than Mr. Moi 
in the presidential election and 
took just under half the 188 seats 
in parliament, but claim they 
were cheated of outright victory 
by rampant ballot-rigging. 

Mr. Moi, who has been in 
puwer since 1978, vehemently de- 
nied the allegation. He described 
opposition leaders as “liars" and 
accused them of driving the coun- 
try towards civil war. 

“If they wanted a multi-party 
m, they should have been 


added. Fifteen of his ministers 
lost their parliamentary seats. 

Final official results were due 
to be announced early next week. 
Latest returns late Friday gave 
Mr. Moi 1.8 million votes to a 
combined total of 2.9 million for 
the leaders of the three main 
opposition parties. 

Kenya’s opposition fell apart 
largely along tribal lines after 
overwhelming domestic and in- 
ternational pressure forced Mr. 
Moi, 68, in December 1991 to 
abandon one-party rule. 



Daniel Arap Moi 

Many Kenyans blamed the 
opposition for foiling to cash in 
on Mr. Moi’s unpopularity by 
fielding one rival candidate. 
Others claimed that he bullied his 
way into retaining power through 
a combination of corruption and 
misuse of state power. 

Deputy DP leader John Keen 
appeared to voice the views of 
many people m Nairobi, a stron- 
ghold of anti-Moi sentiment. 

“I told my colleagues Moi 
would win if we did not field one 
candidate for president but they 
would not listen. The result is 
that they have badly let the peo- 


Keen told Reuters. 

“The people kept faith in us 
and voted against Moi, but it is h? 
who will form the next govern- 
ment.*’ 

Many people fear violence! 
never far from the surface in 
Kenya's stormy politics, will now 
replace dialogue. 

In a sign of concern over the 
crisis, the Commonwealth 
secretary-general. Chief Emeka 
Anyaokn, will arrive in Nairobi 
Sunday for talks with all sides, 
diplomats said. 


Fewer people than usual were 
w on the streets of the capital Fri- 
day. Many restaurants and night 
dubs, normally busy during holi- 
day periods, were dosed. 

“Kenyans have totally rejected 
Moi and we shall be letting the 
people of this country down if we 
allowed him to form the next 
government," Kenneth Matiba of 
Ford-Asili told reporters after his 
first meeting in 12 months with 
rival opposition leaders. 

Mr. Moi riposted in the inter- 
view: “I have forgiven them for 
abusing me. Bat no further, 
enough." 

Large numbers of armed police 
patrolled Nairobi Saturday. Few- 
er people than usual were on the 
streets and many restaurants and 
night dubs were dosed. 

European Community ambas- 
sadors warned the opposition 
against violence. 

They said in a statement Satur- 
day that however flawed, the 
polls marked a major step for- 
ward in the democratisation pro- 
cess in Kenya. 

’The EC heads of mission 
hope that the opposition will pur- 
sue their complaints through con- 
stitutional means, including legal 


opposed to violence from whatev- 
er quarter,” the statement said. 

However, the local National 
Elections Monitoring Unit 
(NEMU) said the electoral pro- 
cess had been- seriously com- 
promised and’the polls could not 
be said to have been free and fair. 

Senior aides said Mr. Moi 
faced added difficulties in form- 
ing a government because his 
Kenya African National Union 
(KANU) party ■ won no repre- 
sentation in large areas of the 
country. 


police flayed 
for stampede 

HONG KONG (Agencies) — Hong 
Kong police came under fire 
Saturday for the deaths of 20 
reveDere crushed during a New 
Year’s stampede in a crowded 
nightlife area. 

Politicians said police had pre- 
viously been urged to limit the 
numbers allowed into Lan Kwai 
Fong, a warren of narrow alleys 
containing some of Hong Kong's 
trendies! bars and restaurants. 

As thousands of revellers 
poured out of the bars to cele- 
brate the New Year some of them 
slipped on cobblestones drenched 
with beer and party foam and 
were trampled underfoot. 

Local - government official 
Yuen Bun-Keung said if police 
had adopted proposals made ear- 
lier this month, including the use 
of ioudhailers and entrance and 
exit points at crowded places, the 
disaster might have been 
avoided. 

But the police said their initial 
inquiries indicated no one was to 
blame for the tragedy. 

“All the statements we have 
taken so for seem to indicate that 
ah we have here is a very tragic 
accident," said police spokesman 
Chief Superintendent Eric Lock- 
eyear. 

Although police say the 120 
officers on duty were enough to 
cope with the 20,000-strong 
crowd of merrymakers, several 
Chinese-Ianguage newspapers 
said police had underestimated 
the need for crowd control. 

After a special meeting with 
top security advisers, Pong Kong 
Governor. Chris Patten 
announced that be had ordered 
an independent inquiry into the 
tragedy. 

Mr. Patten said the inquiry, to 
be beaded by a high court judge, 
should produce some conclusions 
and recommendations before the 
Chinese lunar new year, which 
foils on Jan. 23. 

Police said between 15,000 and 
20,000 people had crowded into 
the area, which quickly became 
slippery with spilled alcohol and con- 
fetti sprdy. 

Of the injured, 15 were hospi- 
talised, with three reported in 
critical condition. The others 
were treated and ’ discharged, 
police said. 

Weeping relatives and friends 
of the victims gathered at the two 
hospitals. 

The 13 men and seven women 
who died were mostly teenagers 
and people in their 20s. They 
included three foreign men: Koji 
Niizeki, 27, from Japan; Jody 
Fullerton, 18, from Canada, and 
Michael Frith, 15, from Britain. 
Frith was the son of Hong Kong 
police force district commander. 

The governor visited the in- 
jured in the hospitals and went to 
the scene of the stampede. 


Hindus resume prayers at 
Ayodhya after court order 


Czech, Slovak parliaments 
confirm birth of two states 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Jubilant Hindu devotees, watch- 
ed by armed troops, resumed 
prayers Saturday at a disputed- 
shrine in northern India after a 
court ordered the lifting of a 
government ban. 

Authorities had stopped 
prayers to avoid Hindu-Muslim 
dashes at the site, where Hindu 
militants tore down a 16th-cen- 
tury mosque Dec. 6, setting off 
nationwide riots that killed 1.200 
people. 

About 60 saffron-robed asce- 
tics and small groups of devotees 
blew conch shells and chanted 
hymns in front of a makeshift 
canopied temple, which Hindus 
hastily constructed after tearing 
down the mosque. Press Trust of 
India (PTI) reported. 

They were among 90 holy merr 
who ended a four-day hunger 
strike to protest the government 
order halting prayers at the die in 
tiie town of Ayodyha on 
Tuesday. 

On Friday, a local court ruled 
that Hindus had the right to pray, 
but said the authorities could 
regulate access to the site to 


maintain law and order. It was 
responding to petitions by three 
Hindu religious groups. 

Riot -policemen kept the de- 
votees about six metres from 
the temple — surrounded by 
barbed-wire fencing — m keeping 
with the court’s ruling, PTI re- 
ported. 

Many Hindus believe Mogul 
invaders built the mosque cm die 
ruins of an earlier temple mark- 
ing the traditional birthplace of 
warrior-god Rama. Both com- 
munities have been locked in a 
decades-old legal battle over 
ownership of the site. 

Prayers at the shrine were sus- 
pended Tuesday after Muslims 
threatened to inarch to the site to 
pray. About 200 Muslims fought 
with police on Thursday in .an 
abortive attempt to reach the site, 
500 kilometres east of New Delhi. 


About 25,000 people in pre- 
do m inant ly-Musiim Bangladesh 

began marching to India on 
Saturday to protest against the 
building of the makeshift Hindu 
temple. 


PRAGUE, Czech Republic (AP) 
— Czechs and Slovaks awoke 
Friday as citizens of separate 
countries, and their legislatures 
met in special sessions to confirm 
the birth of the new nations. 

The two peoples split their 
74-year-old homeland at the 
stroke of midnight at New Year’s, 
culminating separatist sentiment 
uncorked by the demise of com- 
munist rule in 19S9. 

New Year’s celebrations in 
Prague bad little on the program- 
me to commemorate the split. 
But revellers in Bratislava, the 
Slovak capital, cheered the event, 
their new flag and independence 
speeches by their leaders.. 

Many Czechs and Slovaks con- 
tinued to oppose tiie demise of 
.Gzechoriovakia, but it gathered 
speed after June 1992 with the 
elections of two regional govern- 
ments markedly different in style 
and goals. 

Czech Premier Vaclav Klaus 
poshed ahead with market- 
oriented reforms, determined to 
(Ming his republic of 10 million 
people into the European main- 
stream as- quickly as possible. 


Despite START II, nuclear nightmare has not gone away 


By George Gedda 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — While the 
Unjted States and Russia are 
taking another giant step away 
from the nuclear brink, here is 
a message for those who think 
the world is finally out of the 
nuclear woods: Don't bet on it. 

Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director Robert Gates 
calls the proliferation of nuc- 
lear arms and other weapons of 
mass destruction “perhaps the 
_most dangerous and most ur- 
gent” challenge of modern 
times. 

Other experts are hopeful 
that the START II agreement 
being signed by President 
George Bush and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin this 
weekend will strengthen the 
forces opposed to nuclear 
weapons . proliferation. But 


that outcome is by no means 
certain. 

Leonard Spector of the Car- 
negie Endowment for Interna- 
tional Peace worries about 
wliat he calls the “hostile pro- 
liferators" — countries that are 
both strongly anti-American 
and that have shown an in- 
terest in having their own nuc- 
lear arsenal. 

Iraq proved two years ago 
that it was possible to carry out 
a secret nudear programme. It 
was only in the aftermath of 
Operation Desert Storm that 
the Iraqi programme was ex- 
posed. If war had not inter- 
vened, Mr. Specfor says, Iraq 
could have "presented the 
world with a deadly, destabilis- 
ing fait accompli." 

Iran, among the most anti- 
American countries, makes no 
secret of its desire to join the 
nudear club. A top Iranian 


offidai. Ayatollah Mohaje ra- 
ni, has said, "Muslims must 
continue to cooperate among 
themselves and produce their 
own nuclear bomb because the 
enemy has nudear facilities.” 
But experts bdieve Iran is at 
least a decade away from that 
goal. 

Over the short term, 
Ukraine is perhaps the most 
worrisome country. It inher- 
ited 176 intercontinental ballis- 
tic missiles when it broke from 
the Soviet Union. 

It has promised to dismantle 
them, but as a price, Ukrainian 
offidals are demanding $15 bil- 
lion for the task as well as 
international guarantees for 
the country's security. The 
START n treaty be scuttled 
if Ukraine derides to keep the 
weapons after all. The fate of 
the first Strategic Anns Reduc- 
tion Treaty, signed last year, 


also hinges on Ukraine's ac- 
tion. 

“What Ukraine does will 
have a very important bearing 
on what other countries do,” 
says Lee Feinstein of the Anns 
Control Association. Some 
may even decide to opt out of 
the nudear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty when it comes np for. 
review in 1995, he says. 

Mr. Gates speaks in almost 
apocalyptic terms about the 
proliferation issue. He says 
there are two dozen countries 
with a capacity or potential 
capacity for developing 
weapons of mass destruction 
— nudear or otherwise. 

He warns that such weapons 
can fall into the hands of 
"megalomaniacs, military gov- 
ernments (or) strong men of 
proven inhumanity.” 

Mr. Feinstein says that while 
North Korea has taken some 


encouraging steps over the past 
year, it is by no means certain 
the country has abandoned its 
nuclear ambitions. 

Given religious tensions in 
South Asia, Mi. Spector wor- 
ries about the possibility of a 
potential nuclear exchange be- 
tween India and Pakistan, par- 
ticularly if a strongly nationa- 
listic government surfaces in 
India. 

Brazil and South Africa also 
have moved away from atomic 
weapons programmes but Mr. 
Spector wains that “pro-bomb 
factions’’ in both countries, 
particularly in the military, 
could eventually prevail. 

_ He sees tiie recent resignar 
tion of Brazilian President Fer- 
nando Collor de Mello as a 
setback because of Mr. Gol- 
lor’s commitment to scrapping 
tiie country's bomb prog- 
ramme. 



Clinton plays 
football 
after running. 



r- ir ■ fJTi a i 

■ H 


Me^hTi »;t- 


Populist Slovak Premier Vladi- 
mir Metiar wanted more auton- 
omy from Prague to set a slower 
pace for a republic already suffer- 
ing from 12 per cent unemploy- 
ment, and an economy depen- 
dent on inefficient communist-era - 
factories. 

Many in Slovakia also wel- 
comed independence after cen- 
turies of playing second fiddle — 
first to Hungary, which ruled 
Slovaks until after World War I, 
then to the more populous and 
urbane Czechs. 

But unlike Yugoslavia and the 
former Soviet Union, where 
nationalist passions have trans- 
lated into war, Czechoslovakia’s 
split was accomplished peaceful- 
ly, a fact Mr. Klaus emphasized 
with pride Friday. 

“We had to prove that even 
sod] a painful act as a division of 
state.. .can be done in a civilised 
and cultured way,” he told Czech 
Radio. 

Mr. Klaus ' said the split was 
inevitable, but that the new reali- 
ties should allow cooperation 
with Slovakia and strengthen sta- 
bility in Central Europe. 
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